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4 Balance for Merchants an 
Mariners, Gr. 0's 


H E RE is ſcarce any Thin this 
Day, in which all People of dif- 
ferent Principles and Intereſts a- 
mong us will more harmoniouſly agree, 
than in the mournful Complaint .that this 
poor Land is ſinking with Poverty. This 
is the general Outcry and Moan in every 
Corner of the Land; ſcarce two or three 
meet together on any 7 Occaſion, but they'll 
drop paſſionate Lamentations and their 
Fears of the utter Deſolation of the Land 
on this Account. This is what all fee the 
dreadful Marks of, Rich and Poor too 
ſenſibly feel; City and Country are in Pers 
Pate) about i it: And, as we are ſtated at 
-preſent, there is little appearance 'of any 
ond Relief againſt it. 
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5 zh © Since it cannot be denied that the Pro- 


ſperity of the Nation depends much on ſig 

the flouriſhing of our Trade, and that} % 
there is a viſible and very great Decay off ate 
- ſome Branches thereof; it deeply concerns || lou 


Y al Traders, eſpecially to underſtand the Is 


b . Trace this Miſery to its natural Springs and 


true and genuine Cauſes. thereof, and to] Int 


Source; and above all, to ſearch out the || ed 
- procuring Cauſe of the Lord's juſt Indigna-J 
tion againſt us in this heavy Judgment 
under which the Land fainteth. Tis to 
this laſt I deſign to confine my elf in theſe 
e 5 
I am very much afraid there will not be 
ſo great Unanimity in this Point, as were 
to be wiſht; every Party will ſuggeſt 
wWbhat beſt ſuits their own Schemes, Inte- 
” reſts and Deſigns : But I fear few will 
ſiee and own thele Sins for which the An- 
ger of God is flatning againſt us this Day. 
ITis beyond all Controverſy that we] the 
are in a great Treſpaſs this Day; the ac- All 
cCurſed Thing is among us, and no wonder] WI 
we do not proſper. Beſides all the other] Sir 


= -crying and crimſon Sins, the notorious and ſay 


© -Heaven-daring Abominations our Land is Sit 
_ defiled with, the Detail of which I de-] an. 
r fea: 


i > 


SY 


ſign not. to enter on here; hainous and 


off] are grown up unto the Heavens, , and cry 
rns loudly in the Ears of the Lord of Sabaoth.? 
the Is there not then/abſolute-need' of ſearch- 
tol ing out and diſcovering e rn in 
nd this, that the Lord's Anger may be turn- 
the ed away from us 
na- Ie find out theſe Sins will not be ſo 
ent || difficult ; but to reclaim from them will 
tol be found a harder Task than ſome may 
jeſel imagine. Reformation of theſe Sins in 
Trade is more to be wiſht. than expected. 
be] 'Tis very rare to ſee a People give up with | 
Sins by which they reap much worldly 
Gain, when they are very common, and 
they have been long accuſtomed to com- 


o 
: 


forc'd to, and without which they and 
their Families cannot ſubſiſt; yea, which 
they account excuſeable Peccadillos, eſpeci- 
ally if they think (all things conſidered 
which they have in view) that they are no 
Sins at all, but lawful and expedient: 1 
ſay, Sinners will not tamely part with ſuch 


out ſuch right Eyes and cut off ſuch right 
Hands and caſt them from them. No-] nt 
5 1 are 


atrocious Crimes in the Matter of Trade, 


mit them; Sins that they pretend they are 


Sins, tis not eaſy to bring them to pluck _ 


", 


ate not the Sins in the buſineſs of Trade of I ſc 
this dangerous and enſnaring Nature? To I bi 
reprove them ſharply, or cuttingly, as 
that Word Tit. i. 13. rendered Sharply I ni 
ſigniſies is then certainly neceſſary. Dange- ru 
rous Impoſthumes, old feſtering Sores re- D 
quire deep Inciſions and Lancing ; this is it 
What, I fear, the Patients will ſcarce en- di 
dure: But whether they will hear, or Pe 

| Whether they will forbear, I reſolve to I na 
ezoner my Conſcience, and Witneſs: a- 
gainſt iche inn 
Lam not to diſcourſe ſo much of all Sins Pe 
People are guilty of in trading, as of ran- | 
ing or embazeling Goods to fave the Duties Pa 
impoſed by the Government, and the | Ve 
dowan-right plain Perjuries many are com | be 
guilty of at the - Cuſtom-Houſe | cat 

about them. All that live near Coaſt-fide gi 
Towns, know Mariners and Merchants nor 
that drive a foreign Trade; practiſe the | abe 
firſt very ordinarly, without any Scruple; | the 
toi the great Damage of the publick Re- anc 
Fenue, Which no Man can juſtify. The for 
dctther allo, . The ſwearing falſely- on ane 
"this and other Accounts, Which is by far | fart 


me greater Sin, as youſhall hear, abounds | Fre 
e on fads fins en he 
_ "MM. 


; ar | tain ſo many of the Goods as will pay the 
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3 1 
ſo prodigiouſly, that ſome baſe Pe 
be ſaid to drive a Trade of Perjur. 
As to the firſt, Tis tod flagrant to be de- 
nied, that many are | ſcandalouſly guilty of 
runing Goods; and *tis ſuch a Work of 
Darkneſs, ſo great a Myſtery of Iniquity 
it can't be ex 


ople may 


> 


Wu 


ed that I ſhall be able to 


diſcover all the Chicans and Tricks of thoſe 


People, but what I have obſerv'd, I ſhall - 


narrate, and baffle their childiſh Pretences, 


ſet the Wickedneſs that's in't in a right 
Light, and afterwards expoſe the horrid 


Perjuries fo often perpetrated by them. 


Sometimes when Merchants in forei 


Parts defign to ſhip Goods aboard of 42 


Veſſel coming home (which either cannot 
be enter'd, or they deſign not to Enter, be- 
cauſe the Duties are great) the Maſter 
gives no Bills of Loading; and ſome will 
not ſpeak 3 with the Maſters 
about the Goods, wh 


for all which he has the Maſter's Allow- 
ance ; and either the Maſter or he will de- 


Freight of them, leaſt there be a Plea, and 
he knows he dare not purſue. And yer 
0 


N . 


en they have ſmelt 
the Matter, but commits it to the Mate, 
and he is to look to the Runing of them, 
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on the Coaſt, 


5 . 
tho? here the Man knows enough of the 


Goods to make him guilty both of the run- 


ig and falſe ſwearing at the Cuſtom- 


Houſe, he hugs himſelf in the fond Fancy 


of his Innocency as to both. But now a- 


days, Men often go more briskly to Work, 


and. ſcruple not to Witneſs more of it. 
- ?Tis now very ordinary, that the Ma- 


Rer will give Directions to his own Ship's 


Crew about the running the Goods, and 
to the Boatmen or Fiſhers alſo that come 


to carry them off, where to lodge them; 
and then the Maſter either goes a ſhoar 


or to his Bed; and on this he thinks he 
may ſwear the Cuſtom-Houſe Oath at the 
Entry of the Ship. Now, what a weak 
and witleſs Shift this is to eſcape Perjury, 


you will {ce by the Oath after inſerted. 
If Waiters attempt to go aboard the 
Ship, ſometimes when they have many 


; 


. prohibite Goods to run, they will Deforce 
them, as ſeverals have done, then run 


their Goods, 82 abroad to foreign Parts, 
change their Maſter, and ſometimes the 
Crew, at leaſt ſome of them, and come 
home with their Goods, and ſo deny all 


— 8 a 


i was done, or that they or the Ship was 
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Boats meet them, and, put any Waiters 
aboard e're they can run any Goods, they 
try firſt to Bribe them, and they find no 
great Difficulty in it, except where the 
Waiters prove Honeſt,, or become Jealgus 


of one ancther; if they, yield, the Eßer 
70es to Work and runs the Goods: But 


it the. Waiters will not take a Bribe con- 
trary to their Oath de fidel;, then they 
will violent them wal 7 jor help of others: 
that often come masked; to aſſiſt them ei- 
ther at Sea, or in a Harbour, and carry 
off the Goods by Force, and afterwards; 
ſail the Ship to a Port belonging to another 
Cuſtom-Houſe, and there Enter the re- 
maining Goods that were not run, and ſet 
one to Enter the Ship and ſwear the Oath. 
that was not Maſter; yea perhaps that 
was not ſo much as one of the Crew, and 
ſo Trick the Cuſtom-Houſe, and involve 
themſelves in a manifold Perjury for a very 
ſmall Profit. And to this the Maſter, and 
often the Merchants alſo, but eſpecially 
the Maſter have Acceſſion... I knew one 
who of late confeſſed he was guilty of this, 
and promiſed he ſhould. never do the like 
ain. i: one 5d 7 7 14 ble 
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In time of War, when a Ship was ſeen 


Hing off to play their Cards, then they 


cContrived and ſpread a lying Story, that it 


Was a Privater; eſpecially a famous 


|  Smagler ufed this Stratagem. And there- 


fore when Ships were ſeen that People 


ſuſpected to be ar ſuch Work, they would 
have ſaid, There is one of ſuch a May's Pri- 
_  wateers. Never did any ſo trick and inſult 


a Government with Runing, Embazeling, 
rc, as this Manfot many Years has done. 


He has Skippers, Boatmen, Fiſhers, and 


others fo” clever and through paced at 


| Kuning, and if need be, alfo at Swearing, 
«that there's no reaching him except he be 
taken in the Fang; and tis pretty dange- 


rous even then to attack him, ſmce he has 
ſo many fturdy deſperate Fellows at 
I have known ſome Maſters that have 
bought and ſhipt the Goods, run them, 


_ falFand'deliver'd them before they went 
to the Cuitom-Honſe, and yet never bog- 


led at the Cuſtom-Houſe Oath: © 
A Maſter once told me, he had Goods 


aboard he would not enter, and when I 
minded him of the Oath, c. he ſaid he 
would firſt enter the Ship, and afterwards 


run 


— 


1 r 
run the Goods. I knew BY the Oath then. 
but thought there had been nombre in it, 
but to Wear that to his Knowledge, Bulk, 
was not broken; but when I underſtood: 
the reſt of the Oath, I was aſtoniſhed how. . 
he could ſatisfy his Conſcience abour it. 
The Man was knowing and'very blame- 
leſs other wiſe; but Jam ſure if he was a 


good Man, his Wiſdom and Goodneſs botn 


were in a Fever: Had he committed 
Adultery, it could not been more choakins 
to the Fear of Gd. 
Some Maſters I could name, who are of 


the beſt Repute in the Place where they 


live, that have aſſiſted at runing of the 
Goods; and when the Merchants that 
employed them to buy rheſn, and to wit- 
neſs the runing of them, have inſulted 
them, and asked them, how they would 
ſwear the Cuſtom-Houſe Oatli after all was 
done; and when this Perjury that follow 
ed came to be diſcovered to ſome Mini- 
ſters, they were much damped. But it 
was never heard, that they were ſo at any 
Time, when the ſtealing of the Goods was 
kept ſecret, nor did they ſtand at the Oath 
for all that. Some Ship-Mafters pretend 
give over going to Sea any more * 
7 a 
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Ip for the Oaths that muſt be ſworn, who 
Were great embezlers; but obſerve, they 
never did this, till they became rich, by 
Stealing and Swearing. And tho' they 
ta at Home, yet they have commonly 


TY. 


1 every Voyage their Share of Goods that 


are run, by which the Skipper is involved 
in a Perjury, to which they have Acceſſi- 
on; and tho? they had no Goods, yet if the 
Secret be committed to them by the Freigh- 
ters, Are they not Partakers of their Sin? 
What abominable Hypocriſy is this? 


There are ſome new Traders who out- 


do all the Smuglers, that eyer went'be- 


fore them, by runing of vaſt Quantities 
of Goods, and have taken a new and ſur- 
priſing Method, to tempt the King's Ser- 
| © vants concerned in the Cuſtoms, to con- 


nive at it. They cauſe ſome of their Tru- 
ſtees fearch out, if they be owing any 
Dehts, and procure Aſſignations to them, 
and take them with Captions; while in the 
Diſcharge of their Office, they are ſerving 
the King, Sc. This is a pretty Invention, 


and worthy of the Authors, tho? I do not 


think it a very wiſe Politick ; for this will 
| not hinder them to do their Duty, when 
they are out of the Net, and I hear De 
. 4 


I ſhall mention them, 


I fear 


\/ 


| . 
have found it to their Coſt; yea, 


ſometimes this may even tempt Nature to 


wi 


rebell againſt Principle. — . 2 * 117 1 
Now, | there is no Sin that Sinnets vill 
want a Pretence for, and when there is a 
violent Inclination to a Sin, a very weak 


and triffling one will ſerve. All that ever 


I could hear adduced by any, for this diſ- 
loyal cheating the Government of the Cu- 
ſtoms impoſed on Goods, ate fo frivolbus ' 
and ridiculous, that 'tis to me a Wonder, 
how a reaſonable Creature, a Man in His 


Wits, can pleaſe himſelf, and cheat His 


Conſcience with them. Such as they ares 
and give my 

Thoughts of them very briefly. Dk. 

1. Some do alledge, That great Men in 
publick Truſt often. cheat the Government. in 
more than they do, and {inceit goes that Way, 
why may not they take a Share ? 1 
Anſm. No doubt the Government has 
too often ſuffered that Way, tho I hope 
the preſent Miniſtry will not follow the 
Example; and tho? they really did ſoy tra- 
ding People have the leis Need to do it; o- 
therwiſe, if People will generally think 
this Example to be a ſufficient Warrant, 
the Government would ſoon be impove- 

Big niſn, 


in * 


= * * 


1 

de and a ne e Beſide, thit 
gan never jaftity their Theft; for will one 
_ ©" Thiets Stealing, excuſe andtlab's doing {6 
in other Things? No fure, far leſs Ver 
Das doo in the Caſe in Hand. Nas 
Mals can never mate a: H hite. ? 
3 ebene pied, The Goods are * own, 
attd-what: Fault: cun there be in runing them? 
aft. Lown it's but the more ſtupid and 
dull Sort of Men, that will chate at this 
Rates for the Guſtom laid on Goods, is 
nane of their. Property, but belongs to 
Ning and Government. is no more 
. theirg-than the Crown which he Wears. 
Moreover, if this Plea be good, it muſt 
alſo warrant denying” all,. ven the leaſt 
Tribute to the Magiſtrate, that's impos'd 
on any of their Goods; and I believe there 
u pilfering Smuglerg: whatever he 
Would be at, will dare to avow this, 

Which is inconſiſtent with the TAGS.) of 

any Government. : Bien Fi 

3. Others ſay, Ther Balsa low, 110 
cam get no Trecgius from Merchants, except 
. theyll run Goods for them, and often their 
- Owners are their Freighters, are content to 9 — 
2 _ e and 1 . Gooas. 


1 W. 


" "CW. 
5 Anſw. IL doubt not that Merchants often 
> | drive Mariners on it, and are as Sallty.of 
» || their Sin, in embezlejng, and {v 
n 
0 


wearing 
falſly, as one Man can be of anather's 

„ | They'll hiſs at them and run them down 
I as Fools and Dunces that decline ſuch impi- 

ous Tricks; and When others at their Di- 

rection have perjur'd themſelves to ſave a 

little Money to them; they'll jeſt apd tel! 

the guilty, they are worthy to be Maſters, 

for they encourage Trade. At the Hands 

of ſuch Merchants, God will require it. 

e But be it ſo, that Merchants thug tempt 

8. | to it, what Ignorance do they hewtay, 

{| that think ghis will excuſe ſo great n Sin? 

t I a Temptation from the Devil or his 

24 | Tools could juſtify Sin, then all. Sin were 

re excuſable. Morever, tis abominably falſe, 

he to ſay no Fteight can be got otherwiſe; 

is; | for do they not ms Voyages in 

of | which they can get no Goods at all to run ? 
ea, ſometimes they run none for the 

er | Maſter and the Crew. I have known 

ir ſome, tho' but very few, - that Will not 

„a- run Goods for their neareſt Relations, no 

not for themſelves, and yet they uſe to get 


* 


PVoyages, as ready as others. 
ſw. | | £ ; 4 - 
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4 {THI 
Ef 4 Some think; 415 may 4 not 45 it, 
pace if's\ ſo common ? « Every | Body does ii, 
we are not ſin e wo are but Neb. 
boar and other. 40 
An Tam ook forry, that it is 60 com- 
mon; for that Skipper that's innocent, is 
a 2 ſpeckled Bird indeed, and very few Mer- 
chants that drive a foreign Trade, can 
throw a Stone at them. The contagious 
Plague has almaſt infected all, tho' as is a- | 
bove ſaid, it is not univerſal... But remem- 
ber, ＋ Thou [halt not follom ia Abiltitude to 
do Exil, *Tis the worle: tht the Sin is ſo 
_ . epidemick ; this hainouſly accents it, ſince 
= itisa Conf) piracy” againſt the Lord: 'And 
füuther, if this be a good Defence; it will 
Gi uſtify' the worſt e roy ane? when 
>. common. LOB ed v7 210 511IK9 
5 Many, I Sas are fond blech Der 
| fende; The * and Goevernmett tan [pare it | 
$ mell enoug therefore lis u Fault to run 
| heir own * — ea FALL | 
(| © Anſwi I am ſure, never coull they ſpars 
it worſe theſe hundred Years | paſt, than 
no, when the publick-Debrs are become 
ſo great and extraordinary they can't but] /iz 


be need i it very LES ve may 12 ſee the 
| en 3 


—ͤ — —— * 
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publick Debts are great, ſince often in Par- 
, | laments we hear of more granted to make 
up phe Deficiency of former Funds. But 


is | that, farleſs ought they at their own Hand 


er- | rob them. Such a Pretence would open a 


an | Door for every Body to with-hold Tribute 


us and Cuſtoms. Beſide, this will ſerve bet- 


= |. fer to juſtify ſtealing from every Perſon 
10 chan the King and Government; for Rich- 


s conliſt not ſimply in having great Trea- , 


| fures of Gold, Silver, £c. but in having 
& | much more of theſe than a Perſon has Oc- 
will caſion and Uſe for, beyond what their Sta- 


3X9] to ſpend. Yet none of theſe Traders will 
Der avaw- it lawful to ſteal from Fellow-Sub- 
ei jects, tho' this Argument ſerves that Pur- 
run] poſe better. © r . 
I. 6. Some ſtand not to plead an abſolute 
bare] Neceſſity ſor runing ſeveral Sorts of Goods; 


hanf for, ſay they, We cannot otherwiſe make any 


ome Profit, nor provide for ourſelves and Families, 


but ce the Duties on moſt Goods are ſo Heat, 


> the|and thoſe that pay ſmall Duties often ſell not 
lick|we//, a £8 6 


tho the Government could ſpare ſomething 
n- of it, they can't be competent Judges of 


that is rich, ſince they can better ſpare it 


tion, Character and Buſineſs obliges them 


— | | WW 1 Anſw. 2 by 


— 
— — 4 
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 ._. Heſw. Is not a moderate Gain with a 
good Conſcience far better than great 

es Without it? But * /ome. will be rich, 
and no wonder they fall into Temptation and 4 
Snare, and into many fooliſh and hurtful Laſts, 
which drown. Men in Deſtructiam aud Perdi- 


tion; for the Love of Money is the Root of all 


* 3 9 4 Tim. vi. 9, 19. . y 


Evil. I fear, tis not to make an honeſt: 
Proviſion for themſelves and their Fami- 
lies, but rather to make Proviſion ſor their 
Luſts that ſome do ſo. The Luxury and 
Prodigality of ſome Skippers and Merch- 
ants is intolerable; When abroad, ſome. 
Sparks will ſpend as if they were Captains 

G Firtt-Rates and at home they live ſo 
high in Feaſting, ſumptuous Cloaths and 
Houſhbold- furniture, that they not only 
Rival with, but often exceed ſome of the 
heſt Barons of the Land: And ſome dain- 
ty delicate Dames are woful Snares to their 
Husbands this Way. Theſe Luſts muſt 
have Fewel, and ſo to ſupport their Pride 
and Luxury, they muſt ſteal and ſwear 
like N the Poſt at all Ports; where- 
as. would ſuch profuſe Perſons live ſoberly 
they would be under ſmall Temptations to 
ttheſe Sins. I own, there are ſome Goods a 
= * 47 | very: 
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Reaſon thus to diſcourage the Importation 
of Brandy and other French Goods, when 
the Hench allow. not Importation of our 
Herrings and other Goods to France? This 
is alſo done to encourage our own Manu- 
factures, which is very much the Intereſt 
of (Great Britain. I do alſo own Cuſtoms 
on ſome Goods neceſſary and allowed to be 
imported, are heavier no than formerly ; 
yet this is what the neceſſary Expences of 
the Government has forc'd the King and 
Parliament to lay on them: And ſha 
Subjects diſpute the Matter? In fine, Du- 
ties on Goods are generally heavier now 

over all Europe than they have been ſome ; 

fifty or ſixty Years ago, which has been 
chiefly occafioned by the Wars. Many o- 
ther Nations alſo, to encourage their own 


Manufactures, which now . a-Days are 


ry: more-look'd after than in the laſt Age, do 


B 2 | either 
; . Fe . w 
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; "ag, 
either abſolutely -prohibite,” or impoſe vaſt 
Duties on ſeveral Goods, to diſcourage im- 
| porting them. The ſame Reaſons ought 
ct o take place with us as much as with any 
\ other Nation. But further, ſhall we grudge 
. to give a little of our Money to preſerve 
our Religion, Liberty and Property; when 
many of the poor enſla vd Nations about 
us, are conſtrain'd to give, for I ribute the 
very neceſſary: Support of themſelves and 
Families, whereby they enable thoſe lawleſs it 
Tyrants, to make them yet much more p 
Miſerable ? But further, tis well-known © 
that they run Goods which pay a very Þ 
ſmall and reaſonable Duty, as Lint, c. n 
I could give Inſtances of this, and when] v 
they have done, I have heard them ſay, it t! 
Was not worth their Pains. lp 
7. A Neceſſity of runing is often plead- tl 
ed from this, That the Goods run were ſuch} h 
A could nat be enter d, becauſe abſolutely pro- 8 
hibited, and ſo no Entry could be received. 
Ih be Anſwer given to the 6th may take 
off this, but I add, tho' I believe ſome of them 
are ſuch, yet not all Goods that are run 
but can this excuſe their imbezling them b 
when they knew that before they bought 
them, they willingly brought = 
3 9 & 7 | eld 
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ſelves under that Neceſſity, and if they -./ 
knew not, which I am ſure ſeldom hap- 


pens, they ſhould rather throw them in g 


the Sea, than run them, and ſwear fallly. 
8. I. underſtand that ſome, to quitify. - 
their ſtealing from the Government, do 


ſay, If it be a Sin, why do not Miniſters 
more 2 y reprove it, and tell us this plain- 
1 Anſw. Did you ever conſult them about 
it? No,-Pll warrant, you have no Scru- 
ples that Way, tho' ſure, at leaſt, you 
ought to account the Matter dubious ; and 
Pm confident, there are ſome who are 
moſt guilty, that tho an Angel from Hea- 
ven ſhould reprove and warn them of 

their Danger, let be Miniſters of the Goſ- 
pel, they would not amend. I know alſo 
that ſome in Prayers and Preachings, 
have gall'd them by teſtifying againſt their 

Sin; and as I with, ſo I hope all honeſt 
Miniſters will unanimouſly witneſs againſt 
it, and Wo will be to them that do not, if 

any ſuch be found. I know ſome Who are 
grievoully perſecuted for their Freedom a- 
bout this: But 'tis ſo plain an Injury to 
the Government, that, tho* no Miniſter 


did preach againſt it, Men that have any 
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eommon Knowledge, 5 but ſee the Sin 
pf it, eſpecially of the Swearing that fol- 
| tows on the embezling the Goods 
9. I doubt not many are harden'd in it, 
with Jong Impunity and Succefs, they are 
Mf/ʃlſters of this Black-Art, there is no diſ- 
covering of all their Frauds and Tricks, 
they e e fone heap up Riches 
in a ſhort Time, and they'll tell, That thoſe 
who will nor imbeæle and ſwear falſly, as they 
4, make little or no Profit at all. 
Have ſuch forgot that + All Things happen 
elike anto all, Love or Hatred cannot be known 
9 tbeſe T hings, the Tabernacles of Robbers 
F proſper, as is told us in facred Write? 
'1 Fel a Heathen Poet could ſay, N 
—— Careat ſucceſſibus opto, 3 | 
Quiſquis ab eventu facta natanda putat, 
Ha Ovid. Ep. Phyll. ad Demopk. 


lt Succeſs or Want of Succeſs in a Courſe, 


| . r Eccl. ix. 2. Job, xii. 6. = 


is a very unſafe Rule, by which to judge 
of the Lawfalneſs or Unlawfulneſs thereof. 
And it's far from being univerſally true, 
that theſe ſcandalous Smuglers do always 
proſper, and, Fair-Traders: not; I could 
give manifeſt Inſtances of both to the con- 
| #rary- Not a few of the pilfering thie- 
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viſh Fellows turn Bankrupt, and ſome of 
the moſt conſcientious remarkably proſper. 
- Theſe are the common - Pleas made uſe 
of to defend this ſcandalous Practice. Now - 
would Men without Prejudice and Partia- 
lity examine Things calmly, - and weigh | 
them in the Balance of ſound Reaſon and 
of the Sanctuary, and conſider what they 
are doing in this, they might eafily be con- | 
vinced and ſee, that nothing imaginable ]. . 
could excuſe it; yea, that all«he Defences 
can be adduced, are ſuch, as they juſtly 
may be aſham'd of. Few will talk of 
them in common Converſation, it's ordi- 
narly among themſelves theſe Things are 
whiſper'd, and not a few of the guiltieſt 
of them will ſhift to defend the Practice 
openly; therefore if poſſible to perſwade 
People of the Sinfulneſs of it, and to re- 
form this, I ſhall point at the Evil of it. 
I. Then, conſider how great Hurt 
is done, by imbeziling Goods, to: the 
fair Traders that pay the Duties to the 
Government. Their Trade is quite broke 
with it, fince they are able to under-lell 
them, and commonly do ſo, and get ready 
Payment often on the Delivery of the 
Goods, which the other cannot. They ſell 
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cheap oſten to get the Goods out of their 


Poſſefſion when they fear a Search, and 
they urge preſent Payment of the Money, 


f leſt the Perſons, after they find the Goods 


were not entred, give them any Trouble. 


- By this you may ſee how much fair Traders 


ſafer, and their. Trade muſt fink, and fo 


be forced to ſteal, as others do, or be great 
Loſers; and therefore as they deſerve En- 
couragement from the Government, ſo the 
ſtrickeſt Ways poſſible ſhould be taken to 
cruſn the tHieviſh and deſtructive Tricks 


* 


II. What a Sin is it againſt the ſupreme 
Magiſtrate and the Government? Is not 


this a plain denying to Cæſar what is 


Ceſar's? I believe there no Subject that 
Will difpute the Juſtice of Tribute, or Cu- 


ſtom, in the general, to the Magji- 


ſtrate, the Powers ordained of God ; but 


the Miſchief on't is, that moſt of the 
above-mentioned Excuſes, if they could 
warrant Runing Goods, ſo would they 


alfo denying all Tribute and Cuſtom to the 
Government. The paying of Tribute or 
Cuſtom is enjoin'd by the expreſs and plain 
Command of God, the Letter of the Law; 
our Saviour the King of Kings enjoins it, 
n | "0 Render 


| 


| Duty. As Nature's Light has convinced 


B35 1144 
Render therefore bel Behr the things 
hich are Cæſaf's: This was a Part of his 
\nſwer to. that captious Queſtion of the 
Herodians, When they asked, Is it lawful 
o give Tribute to Cziar, or not Likewiſe 


the Apoſtle Paul preſſes it much, and 


tis probable Vero was on the Imperial 
Throne at that Time, + For this Cauſe 


Bog jou Tribure alſo, that is, becayſe you 


owe them Subjection for Conſcience ſake. 
They are God's Miniſters attending con- 
tinually on this very thing; render therefore 
to all their Daes, Tribute to whom Tribute is 
due, Cuſtom to whom Cuſtom, &c. He urges 
it with weighty Arguments, he reiterates. 

and doublgs, yea trebles it in various 
Words. Our Saviour alſo, by his bleſſed Ex- 
ample recommends it to all his Followers ; 
in the Days of his Fleſh he paid Tribute : 
And tho” he humbled himſelf to pay Tri- 
bute to t Men, to his own Creatures, to 
Worms, yet he did it in a way worthy of 
himſelf, who was God as well as Man, and 
demonſtrates his Divinity thereby. The 
very Light of Nature dictates this to be 


the 
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+ Rom, xiii- 5, 6, 7. || As ver. 5, 


 * Mat. xxii, 20 
1 Mat. XVR. 26, aF- 
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the Heathens of the Neceſſity and Advan- 


tage of civil Government; ſo alſo of the 
abſolute Neceſſity of ſupporting it with 


- Part. of their Goods for the common' and 
12 n of Society; yea in ſome 


aſes to venture Life and Fortune pro Aris 
& foris. Among the Heathen it became a 
Proverbial ſaying, Pulchraum eſt pro Patria 
mori; even they have avowed Salus Popul: 


to be Supreme Lex. What a Sin then is this 
ſtealing from the Government, ſince even 


Nature teacheth that Tribute is due? For 


= very Man's perſonal Safety is bound up in 


the puhlick Tranquillity. : 

III. Tis againſt themſelves, tis prejudi- 
cial often to their Intereſt, thęy ſuffer by 
it many ways. 1. They muſt certainly 


oſten bribe Waiters and others too, to con- 


nive at it. 2. Theſe in whoſe Houſes the 
Goods are lodged, and thoſe that aſſiſt to 
run them, often ſteal much from them, 
and no Doubt they do it, fince they know 


that Merchants and Mariners are ſtealing 


from the Publick, they may, on the ſame 


_ Grounds, think it as lawful to ſteal from 


hem; and they know tis hard to find out 


' Who does it, and tho' it were diſcovered, 


they dare not challenge them, And indeed 
1 9 


they have none to blame for it bur them. 
ſelves, who teach them . ſuch Morals. . 
3. Thoſe, that aſſiſt them, the Boatmen * 


uſe to exact heayy_ Wages | 


and Carmen, | 
il in the Night-Time; fo that 


for their Toi 


1 


L have heard ſome Imbeziters Tay, better 


key had enter'd the Goods, and paid 
the Duties, than run them; at leaſt the 

Expences of Entry would not have exceed= ' 
ect thoſe of runing them. 4. And often 


are ſeized, or at leaſt 
ſuch Diſcoveries made, that they are ex- 
poet to expenſive. Proceſſes about them. 
Therefore on the whole, I am perſwaded” 
that Traders through the Kingdom gene- 
rally Gain not by it, tho? ſome few par- 


ticular Merchants do make Profit. 5. What 


Danger do they run by lying off at Sea in 
ſtormy Weather, to play that Game. Boats 
and Men are ſometimes loſt, and Ships 
blown to Sea again, and their Friends ia 
no ſmall Perplexity about them, and ſome- 
times the Ships periſh. 3 

IV. Tis againſt their own Deed, and ſo 
they are ſell- condemned; many of them 
have a Vote in chuſing Members of Parlia- 
ment, who on the juſteſt Grounds, do lay 
on theſe Duties on Goods; their Deed 5 
n 5 | the 
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the Deed of their Conſtituents in this, and 
| ſhall Men controvert and refuſe Obedience 
. totheſe Laws? 


| Bleſſed be God, we are a free People, 


and nothing can be impoſed on us without 


our own Conſent in Parliament; tho' we 


cannot be competent Judges of the ſeveral 
Quotas neceſſary, or of the proper Funds 


to raiſe them, but muſt leave this to the 


Wiſdom of the Grand Council of the Na- 
tion. But beſide all the Sin in it, and Hurt 


to their Intereſt, 


V. What a hideous Train of I does it 


|. draw on? What horrid Iniquity does it 


tempt them to, belide all that is in it ſelf? 


1. What frequent Lies does it involve them 


— 


in? Thieves are commonly impudent Liars. 
For the Proprietars of the Goods will on all 
Occaſions aſſert, they paid the Duties, and 
find a Way yery often to get Certificates 
to teſtify this. Moreover, what Diſſimu- 
lation and Lies are practiſed to hide the 


_ Goods, and deny the Runing of them, 


by all that aſſiſt, or have Acceſſion to the 
Stealing? Now is deliberate and frequent 
Lying a ſmall Fault? 2. If they that hel 
to run the Goods, be called to witneſs 
againſt Maſters or Merchants, as often 
| fa, | ? they 
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Cauſe. 


n 
they are, there ĩs great Ground to fear they 
will complement their Friends with their 
Oaths. Inſtances of plain Guilt this Way 
have been too common. If it rome to 
an Oath, 'the Defendants feldom loſe the 
I have known ſome that have di- 
rected the Witneſſes What to depone, and 
yet the poor Wretches ſtood not to purge ? 
themſelves by Oath of partial Counſel, and 
ſo were involved in a Perjury, befitle the 
denying any Knowledge of the Runing.. 
the Goods, which was another Act of Per- 
jury alſo. 3. How often is the Lord's-Day 
lamentably profaned by it? They will run 
Goods in the Morning or Evening of the 
Sabbath, and ſometimes they tranſport the 
Goods to prevent ſeizing them on the 
Sabbath-Day. This often drgws all the 
Officers of the. Cuſtom-Houſe to wander 
and watch them, and then the Rabbles 
riſe to hinder ſeizing the Goods ; and then 
Scolding, Curſing, yea and Fighting are 
too common amongſt them even on the 
Lord's-Day, beſide Neglect of publick 
Worſhip, which natively follows on it. 

*'Tis well known, they are never readier 
to run Goods, than on Sabbaths when the 
Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is celebrat- 
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1 join them ? How _=—_ are Per. 
ſons Wounded, and a Foundation often 
laid for After-Pleas and -Quarrels';. yea, 
and Murders ſometimes. committed? Not 
long ago at Falkland, a Woman was killed 
in a Tumult that aroſe about uncuſtomed 
Goods. I hear alſo that runing Goods was 
the Occaſion of that Murder, the Land- 
Waiter at Dundee was taken up for. Three 
of the Mob were killed, one at Allows, a 
ſecond at Borrowſtounneſs, and a third at 
Dalkeith, all occaſioned by theſe Smuglers 
runing of Goods, in the Year 1717. Few 
 Sea-Port-Towns, when Goods have been 
ſeiz'd, but have ſeen ſomething of this. 
Nov, is not Murder a crying Sin, and 
will not God avenge this! on the Guilty? 
1 . perſuaded! People know not their 
— b A 
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hanger, and Tm fure db greaterthanthey 
apprehend : ., For. if one of the Cuſtoms: 

ouſe-Officers be murdered by them, the: 


purſued criminally, for the Murder: And 
tho many of the Mob be killed by the Of · 
ficers, in e the Goods, and in Defence 
of themſelves, they will be affoilzied. I 
wiſh therefore, People would conſider how) 
great their Danger is. in this. Now thels, 
that run the Goods are juſtly chargeable 
with all the Sia and Sorrow that follows 
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224 on it. 5. Many of the greateſt Embezlers 
ot are known to be very apt to Defrand an 4 | 


4 Trick others, they are commonly repute 
ed {cheating Fellows. This needs not ſeem 
4s Iſtrange, fince cheating and ſtealing are 
d. Inuch of Affinity, and both are Breaches 
of the Eight Commandment. Therefore 


a | tis probable, their ſtealing thus from the 
it {Government does diſpoſe them who, are 
che moſt infamous Smuglers, to defraud: 


w the Owners of their Ships. Whatever 
Profit many of theſe make, they have a, 
dexterous Way of making their Diſcharge 
iq IBallance the Charge to purpoſe ; none 


whole Rabble preſentat it may be by La 


2 underſtand Skipper-Crafr better than theſe 


* clever Sparks o and yer o lofty are 


* 


. 
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ſome of the modern Set, that they'll rage 


if you call them Skippers. 6. But the 
. blackeſt Part of the diſmal Scene that 


opens to us on this, is but to begin, I 
mean the damnable notorious Perjuries 
dieliberately committed on many Occaſions 

at the Cuſtom-Houſes by Merchants and 
Mf-ariners, eſpecially Ship-Maſters that 
ſwear the Cuſtom-Houſe Oath at the Entry 
of their Ships. Now that all may under- 
| ſand this I ſhall ner the Oaths chem- 
—_ Wax 


| REPORT INWARD. 
1 Port of - — in the Ship or 
| Britiſh built, Property all Britiſh, 
8 about ——— Tuns, with Men, 
Which are all Britiſh Men, and 
Boys, beſides —— Britiſh Man Ma- 


» ſter for this preſent Voyage from —— 
| _ "Follows the Quantity, Quality, Marks 
and Numbers of all the Goods, with the 
Merchants Names to whom they belong, 
which is ſubſcribed by the Maſter. 


a, 


= 
= 
= 
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When the Maſter is 3 3 they cauſe him 
hold up his Hand, according to the ſcriptural and 

laudable Rite in taking an Oath, and cauſe him repeat 
the Words following, you ſwear by Go, and as you 
ſhall Anſwer to Gop at the great Day, you ſhalbmake 
true Anſwer to all ſuch Queſtions as ſhall be asked 
you; with Reſpe@ to this Voyage, and ſhall declare 
the | Truth, the whole Truth, and nothing but the 


Truth, without any Equivocation, mental Evaſion, or | 
ſecret Reſervation whatſoeves,; and then the Collector 


and Comptroller ſay, S. W. by the Oath you have 
taken, you do ſwear, That &. - 


Sekt e The OA T HK i | 
Jou do ſwear that the Entry above written 
naw tender'd and ſubſcribed: by jou, 5.4 juſt 
Report of the Name of your Ship, it's Burden, © 
Built, Property, Number. and Country of 
Mariners, the preſent Maſter. and Voyage ; 
and that it further contains a true Account of 
your Loading, with the particular Marks, 
Numbers, Quantity, Quality and Conſignment 
of all the Goods and Merchandizes in your 


ſaid Ship, to the beſt of your Knowledge or 


Belief : And that you have not broken Bulk, 
or delivered any Goods out of the ſaid Ship 


ſince her Loading in the foreſaid Port of — 


aherwiſe than is particularly above expreſſed : 

And that in caſe you. find any other Goods 

aboard not mentioned in this Manifeſt, you will 
* 0 make 


* 


. 
* 
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make further Declaration therecf, and not 
ſaffer them to be landed without a Warrand 


And the Maſter is obliged to anſwer 
to any other Queſtion relating to the 
Voyage which the Collector or Compt- 
roller think neceſſary for expiſcating the 
Truth about theſe Matters. 
The Maſter, after he hath ſworn the 
Oath, ſubſcribes it. Now you may ſee the 
Oath is very comprehenſive and particu- 
lar, *tis-.calculated to obviate all the Chi- 
Canes can be uſed by perfidious Men. 
. How choaking then may it be to thete 
| Maſters that can run Goods, and after- 
wards come to {wear it? What Evaſion 
can they dream of, to ſatisfy and perſuade 
__ themſelves that they are free of a horrible 
Ferjury? When they ſwear, 1. That tis 
a juſt Report, c. they give in. 2. That 
they have not broken Bulk, or Sc. o- 
therwiſe than is above expreſt. 3. Incaſe 
they find any other Goods aboard, c. that 
they ſhall declare it to Oc. I fay, if they 
have embezled any Goods, what Shift or 
_ Deluſion can make their Conſciences eaſy 
About it, after all the three, viz. two Al- 
_ | ; ſertions 


| 5 5 5 


ſertions and one Promiſe on Oath ? What . 


Ignorance and Impudence then is it for any 
alter they have ſtoln the Goods aſhoar, to 
pretend Innocence when they have ſworn 


the Oath? I know indeed they are allow - 


ed to except breaking Bulk, when tis for 
neceſſary Relief either to the Ship or Crew _ 
at Sea, or if driven in to any Place in their 
Voyage, and then they muſt condeſcend 
particularly what Goods they have ſold; 
and that Clauſe in the Oath, otherwiſe than 


is particularly above expreſt, will include * 
it. But all breaking of Bulk beſide this 


will involve in a plain Perjury, except they 
mention it in the Report of the Goods; and. 
L never heard of one that was touch'd 
with Remoxſe then, and did diſcover. it. 
Again, tho' they ſhould not break Bulk 
till they have enter'd the Ship and ſworn. 

the Oath, they are guilty by the firſt A 
ſertion of a Perjury ; for 'tis not a Juſt Re- 
port and true Account to their Knowledge, 
as they did dgpone, and 'tis a breach of 
the Promiſe in the Oath, that they ſhall 
declare to the Cuſtom-Houſe what other 
Goods they find aboard than they men- 
toned in their Report. | 
2 2 Many 
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= Many other ways, by this Oath, Men 
may be guilty of Perjury. For if, 1. They 


conceal any thing of the real Burden of 
the Ship, they are perjur'd, ſince you fee, 


3 they ſwear the Burden of the Ship; and it 


has been often found, that Skippers have 
Eonceal'd ſomewhat of the Burden from 
their Owners. I could name ſome that 
have been convicted of. it after they had 
laid their. Ships ſome Years, and paid 
ſoundly for their Knavery, as they de- 
ſerved: And of late J have learn'd,. that 
ſome do conceal a ſixth Part, yea ſome a 
fifth of the real Burden of their Ships, 
which can be documented. _ 
2. If the Ship is not Britiſßh built, and 
yet the Maſter ſwears by the Oath that it 
is, tis a down-right Perjury. "Is well 
enough known that ſome have found a 
way to get their Ships declar'd Brzziþ built, 
tho they were built in foreign Parts. | 
know Frits who bought Ships built in 
the Eaſt Country, who after one Cuſtom- 
- Houſe had refuſed to let them ſwear, yet 
found a way to get the Ships declared free 
Britiſh Ships, by ſwearing that they were 
built in Britain. I knew another who not 
long ago attempted this with a Ship that 
N Ty Was 
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that 


was foreign built, but was diſappointed. 


The occation of which-was, he offered to 


ſubſcribe the Oath requir'd, but refus'd to 
{wear the Words of the Oath. I was 
mightily ſurprized with this, that he 
would ſign an Oath which he would not 
ſwear, ſince he was repute a very ſober 
moral Man otherways, and yet this Man 
5 trading on with this Ship, as a free Bri- 
tiſo Ship, and every time he. ſwears the 
Oath, is perſur'd. What way ſince, he has 
got that Ship declar'd a free Britiſh Bot- 
tom, I knoy not. BR Be tt. 
3. If any one Foreigner have a Property 
in the Ship, the Maſter {wears falſly, ſince. 
Property all Britiſh is a Part of the Report 
which he ſwears. Now, how common 1s 
it, that foreign Factors and Merchants 
have Property in our Ships, and yet the 
Skipper {wears the Oath? _ . 
4. In the Oath they ſwear the Account 
of the Maſter. Now, *tis no ſecret that 
ſome Ships have come upon the Coaſt, 
and have run great Quantities of Goods, 
and detorced all Cuſtom-Houſe Officers 
that attempted to come aboard of them, 
and afterwards have gone abroad and 


was brought home a new Loadening, or gone 
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| , Goods that might be ſafely reported; and 
| - in this Cafe have made another of the 
___ Crew pretend to be Maſter, and ſwear it 
at the Cuſtom-Houſe, and the real Maſter 
haas conceald himſelf by pretending to be 
Mate ofa common Seaman, or as Mer- 
chant and Super-Cargo. 1 


F. In this Oath, Maſters always ſwear 


the Port, that is, an Account of the Place 


. from whence they brought the Goods that 


Particular Voyage. Now, if the Maſter 
{hall lie and. conceal the true Port lie 
comes from, and pretend he comes from 
another, then he is manifeſtly perjur'd. 
And this, I ſhall let you ſee, is. frequently 
done, when they ſee they can make a lit- 
tle Profit, and cheat the Government; of 
Which take an Inſtance or two. * - 
1. When Dales are brought from M- 
way, they deny it on Oath at the Cuſtom- 
. Houſe, and report on Oath, that the Ship 
came from ſome Swediſh Port. The Reaſon 
f it is, the Dales from Norway are valued 
by the Government at 5 J. ſterl. the Hun- 
dted, and pay 24 6. ſterl. of Duty; where- 
as the Merchants themſelves are allowed 
on Oath to value the Smediſh Dales, and 
| | | V Com- 


\ 


to ſome other Port to Enter ſome few 


een . mw ww ewe... 


much eaſter in Scotland, it is paſt for ſuc 
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commonly they value them only at 3 J. 


 ferl, which is but 16 5. more, as the one 


Half of the Value of the Norway Dales, 
'tho? the other are worth the Double f 
theſe : For the Sweaiſþ are far larger, and 

they pay much. leſs Duty for them, very 

near 10 5s. ſterl. leſs for the Hundred Dales. 

Now hereby, x//, The Maſter ſwears that 

he came from another Port, than he real- _ 
ly came from ; then the Merchant values 
the Dales on Oath, that they are not Wor- 
way, but Swediſh Dales; and this he does 
for a little Advantage to himſelf. Now 
it's very common, to cheat the Govern- 
ment thus; for how many Ships ome 
from Norway every Year, loaden for the 


moſt Part with Dales? 


2. They diſſemble the Voyage at the 
Entry of French Wines; this alto is very _ 
frequent and notorious. - When Ships im- 
port French Wines, the Maſter ſwears it is 
Speniſh Wine, and that he came from Bzl- 
boa, or Oc. That which tempts them to 
this deliberate and downright Perjury, is 
this; the Government has for very good 
Reaſons, laid great Duties on French Wine, 
and the Duties on Spaniſh Wine bens 


with- 
0 ; — 


"il 
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| without any controuling it by the Taſte; 
For no Sco's Jury will condemn it, as bo- 
ing entred under 'a wrong Denomination, 
Et - tho? the Taſters ſhould depone it is French 
Wine, which a Jury in England always 
does. Now they ſell it for French Wine, 
| - and all know they came from France; the 
- Mariners ſcruple not to own it; and yet 
the Wretch the Maſter does ſwear two 
Lies, vis. that he came from Spain, and 
that it is Spaniſb Wine. This Perjury is 
peculiar to our People, and the indelible 
VT Ecco of Wort h- Brian. 


. 


I know ſeveral Ships that brought home 


ſuch Wine of late, theMaſters whereof ſwore 
in the Terms abovementioned; and as is 


. well known, they had run ſo much of the. 


Wine before, that they ſcarce. had ſo much 
aboard as ballaſt the Ships, to cauſe them 


| 


fail into a Harbour: By which the Maſters, 


_theſe faithleſs Wretches did miſerably per- 
jure themſelves. Yea, ſcarce comes there 
2 Ship from France with Wine, but, the 
| . Maſter ſwears he came from Spain with it. 
Of late, Pm certainly inform'd of an Eng- 
lib Veſſel that came from France with 
Wine, and ſome other Goods to an Exgliſb 
Port, where they entred {ome of their 


| 
| 
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and prevented him. 
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Loading for French Goods, and he that was 


the Maſter {wore the Oath at the Cuſtom- 
Houſe. . . Afterwards they fſaiPd for the 
Frith of Forth, and an Engliſh Water a- 
board, and there the Mate of the Shir 
pretended to be Maſter, came and offerd 
an Entry of the Wine, And t#ſwcar. that 
he brought it from Spain, tho? tlie Maſter 
in his Report in Exglaud, had deponed 
that the Ship came from a French Port. 
But the Ezgliſh Waiter diſcover'd to the 
Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms the Ma- 


ſter's Report, who thereupon did ſo teaze 


the Mate with choaking Queries about it, 
that his Conſcience began to check him, 
on which he made a full Diſcovery, and 


diſclos'd all the Villany, and ſo declin'd to. 
ſwear, tho' he offer'd ITY at firſt; 


which he had certainly done, if the Com- 
miſhoners had not gone wilely ro Work, 


REPORT OUTWARDS: 
Follows an Account of the Goods, c. 
as has been told in the Report Inwards, 


ſigned by the Maſter. + | | 
; 20 a 1 ee 
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The OATH 
vw? ; AT 


Ius do ſwear that the Entry abovewritten, 
mom tendered and ſubſcribed by you, is a ju 
ll Report of the Name of your Ship; it's B05 
, Built, Property, Number, Country of 


Mariners, the preſent Maſter and V opage. 


ul further, that it does contain a tray Ac 


cn of your Loading, with the particular 
Marks, Numbers, Quantity, Quality and Pro. 


25 perty of all the Goods and Merchandices in 


V ſaid Ship, 1o.the eſt of your Knowledge 
let. hotter fa 10 


t / br to be 


in order to be ye ed in 


re- landed or unſbipt 


am Part of Great-Britain, any certificate 


Goods which you have on Board, nor take in a- 

more Good, for thus preſent Voyage, without 
oa 

ly” entring and adding the ſame to this Re- 


0 Subſcribed by the Maſter, 4 the other Oath. 
Now, beſide all the Ways common to 


= this with the former Oath, there are ſeve- 


of the Breach of this; as may 
the Tenor of the Oath. Not only may 


ral others by which People may be guilty 
be ſeen by 


they perjure themſelves, as to the Burden, 


Built, Property, Oc. as in the Report In- 


* wards ; 
Q 


\ 


* 
wards; but the greateſt Wi 


this ſecond Oath, is, for the Mariners and 


ten, Merchants to unſhip or re- land certificate 
i Goods, ſuch as foreign Salt or Tobacco, 
for which they get a large Draw-Back or 


the Maſter and Merchants to whom the 
Goods belong, who commonly act in Con- 


fers incredible Loſs. * * | 


© | Now when theſe Goods are re-landed, the 
% Merchants'ufually are the Contrivers of it, 


de- and entice Maſters to do it; ſo that the 
Merchants are principally guilty in this, 
and guilty of a double Perjury? Tis un- 
deniable they cannot have their Deben- 


to tures, till they ſwear for it; at which 


ſchey. never demur, if the Goods run, be 


J | not diſcovered. When a Merchant de- 
Y | figns to export Foreign Salt, c. he conde- 
Y | fcends upon the Ship, Maſter and Place in 
' | and from which it was imported, and the 
Time the Duty was paid, and —_— 

N "I l « - \ 


7 


ckedneſs as to 


You fee in the Oath, by re-landing or 
un-ſhipping the faid Goods, the Maſter is 
| guilty of a plain and direct Breach of it, 
4 if he do but ſo much as connive at it. 


Præmium from the Government. By this 


cert about it, are dreadfully perjur*d, as 
you ſhall hear, and the Government ſuf- 


: 
* 


* 


eured: And then there is a Warrant given 
for ſhipping it outwards. Upon Which 


Parrant the Merchant ſwears, that all thie 


- Salt he enters for Export, to be ſhipt on 

board ſuch a Ship, is the very ſame for 
which Duty is paid, and Exciſe ſecured, as 
expreſt in the Warrant. And when the 
Ship is ſaibd, he demands a Debenture to 


draw back the Duty and Exciſe. In which 


Debenture the Quantity really ſhipt is con- 

deſcended upon, and he ſwears that all 
that Salt ſo condeſcended upon, is really 
and truly ſhipt to Parts beyond Seas, and 
not again landed nor intended to be land- 
ed in any Part of Great- Britain. 


L am credibly inform'd of ſeveral hor- 

rid Villanies committed about ſwearing for 
Ss ' Herrings,” Cc. of which I ſhall give the 
following Inſtances. Some few Years a- 


go, one came from Leith to the Clerk of a 
Coaſt-Side Town, and told he behoved to 
have an Atteſtation for forty Laſts of Her- 

rings he had made at Cellar-Dyke. The 
Clerk did, and that not obſcurely, drop a 
Suſpicion : However, be told him, that 


he could not have it, unleſs firſt ſome Ofi- 


cer of the Cuſtom-Houſe were called to 
be witneſs to it: (For at that Time, to pre- 
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vent Frauds and Villanies, the Coinmiſſi- 


oners had ordered this to be done) accord- 
ingly the Clerk with this pretended Her: 
ring-Monger, but real Villain, with two 
others, Kpights of the Poſt, whom he had 
hired to ſwear, came to the Collector. 
He begins to poſe them with Queſtions; 


the Villain was diſcovered and confound- 


ed, and his two Hirelings ſhrinkt away, 
ſeeing the Trick found out. The Colle- 
cor gave him many hard Words, and told 
him, he deſerved to be ſtigmatized, and 


have his Ears cut out of his Head, and let 


him go, and glad he was ſo to eſcape. 
Of late alſo I heard another Inſtance of. 
horrid Impiety in this. A certain Mer- 


chant ſends his. Truſtee with two others to 


| "= — 


{wear for an Atteſtation for a great many 7 


Laſts of Herrings. Both of them made 8 


Faith, and ſolemnly ſwore they ſhould 


faithfully, declare how the Herrings were 


cured. And when they were interrogate 


further, they refuſed to depone that they 


were cured with foreign Salt only, which 
paid the Duty to the King, or that this 


was ſecured. Shortly after they are 
brought back again, and took the Oath - 
the ſecond Time, but refuſed as formerly; 


Vea, : 
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h one of them in plain Terms'deelared, 
he knew => were-only re-packt with 
great Salt, and {aid he would never ſwear 
otherwiſe topleaſe any Man. On which the 


* 


Mlagiſtrate and Clerk call'd them Villains 


and Rogues, and ſaid, why did they make 
Paith, ſince they knew they could not, 

and were not reſolved to ſwear for the At- 
teſtation? And gave them two ſo much 
Itouble? But behold, the third Time o- 
ther two are brought to another Magi- 


ſtrate, and they went briskly to Work in- 


deed, and ſwore without Wit, Fear, 


| * Shame or Conſcience to the above Effect, 
and procured their Maſter the Atteſtation, 


tho it was well known they were all ſmall 
Salt Herrings. Thoſe who were Witneſſes 
of it, told this Tragical Story with Re- 
FT. 0 
I hear likewiſe, it was lately repreſented 
to ſome concerned in the Cuſtoms, that a 
Ship on the Fife Side, loaden with foreign 
Salt to be exported, after ſhe was out of 
the Harbour, re-landed ſome Hundreds of 
Pocks of Salt, each probably containing 
about three Buſhels at leaſt. And this may 
often be done. | e 


R 
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. lately diſcovered. 


3 „ 
It has been alſo known, that ſome have 
ſent off Barrels of Bear for great Salt Her- 
rings, which could not be done without 
the Connivence of a Surveyor and Land- 
The prodigious Frauds committed at 
Inverneſs, has made a 
Ships laden with Herrings, and entred at 


the Cuſtom-Houſe, and yet no ſuch Ships 


or Maſters to be found, which the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, We hear, have 


There have alſo been very pregnant Pre- 
ſumptions, That ſome have ballaſted their 
Ships, and above this put a Bugdalen, 
and then Slotted their Ships with great 


Salt, and the faithleſs Maſter and Mer-"  - | 


chant pretends the Ships are wholly laden 
with the ſaid Salt, and ſwear it to be ſo. 
Now after ſuch ſolemn Oaths, ſuch En- 
couragement given by the Government ro 
fair Traders, and ſuch various Inſtances of 
villainous Perjury ; What a Pity is it, that 
there is not a ſevere Puniſhment allowed 
by Law, to be inflicted on ſuch deſperate 
and devili{h Rogues as practiſe or attempt 


ſo baſe a Cheat on the Government, and 
involve orhers as well as themſelves, in the 
* l men, 


* 


great Noiſe. W Hale 
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for runing Tobacco ex 
they had paid ſoundly, had they not found 
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moſt abominable Perjuries that can be 
Bauch unaccountable Knavery and Perjury 
-- "ought to beexemplarly and ſeverely puniſn- 
eg, ſince the Crime is ſo great, and the 
Dra w- back allowed on Fiſh exported, ex- 

_  eeeds the Duty of foreign Salt imported; 
aud alſo ſince by unſhipping theſe certi- 

_  Hieate Goods, | 
ment oſten pay Drawback for the fame. 
is too well known, that ſome of no Re- 
4 13 have long driven this Trade. I 

he 


they may make the Govern- 


ard of Proceſs commenc'd againſt ſome 
ported; for which 


a Way to convey the Witneſſes off. 


I can't think that Maſters are generally 
. guilty of this; but I know ſome harden'd, 

profligate Wretches, not inferiour to any 
Knight of the Poſt that have dared to 
.. practiſe this Villany, and have been forced 
to abſcond when it was like to take Wind. 
One particularly I know, whoſe Friends 


pretended he was gone abroad, and Letters 


were feigned to come thence from him; 
Whereas it was well known he was at 
home all that Time, and was in Danger 


by a Proceſs. I heartily wiſh they may 


hear the Language of the Judgments that 


Vie have 


— 
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fince, © What of Shipwra icir 

Souls © eternally” VEE in. by Frog 
Courſes? T am gre Ry afraid many of them 
will ſcarce get à Plank to eſcape drowning. 
III. Beſide the 'Perjuries ordinary at 
Entries of Ships, there is, alas! an abo⸗ 
minable one, too common with many 
Merchants and Seamen relating to Fiſhes 
or Fleſhes cured with foreign Salt. The 
Law obliges all to fear before they can 
obtain that Write they call a 9 
without which they cannot have Draw 8 
back in Scotland When they export "hem 
1. The Perſons tliat cure rhe Fiſhes Her- 
rings, Ac. or Beef and Pork, do depone be- 
fore the r h here they ſixe, or 
in the neareſt Burgh, (to get an Ameffatze 
on from tflem of the Fiſhes or Fleſhes bes 
ing ſo cured) that they were cured 0 
foreign Salt, without any Mixture of 
Britiſb or Triſy; agd theſe ate commoy | 
Servants, of Whom not a few are 10 Ho. 
rant and mercenary, that they ma 255 be 
eaſily tempted” By their Maſters or Mi- 


ſtrelles, for a ſmall Bribe, to perjnte them- 
ſelves.” How oſten is there C round to tear 
that ſeverils do W for the great Profit of _ 

| : the 


{ 


the Drawbacks Thi Atteſtation the Mer- 
chant gives in to the Cuſtom-Houſe, when 

S enters them, and gets a Warrant for ſhip- 
bing them. 2. This is not all in the Bargain, 
tho alas] tis too dear bought already; but 
Ere they obtain their Debentures for Goods 
of this Nature exported, the Exporter. or 

| his Agent muſt come and depone after- 
Wärd when the Ship is fail'd, That the 
Jerrings, e. were 10 cured, as ſaid is; as 
Alſo that for that very Salt they were cured 
- With, his Majeſty's Duties have been paid, 

Cr fecured, and not drawa back: And ex- 
cept they Will depone both, they cannot 
have their Debentures, Cc. Now if they 
have [Worn, or cauſed Servants to {wear 
tlie firſt Oath, they uſe not to ſtand at the 
2550 hemſelves. And if, to their Know- 
. 
e Salt, both the Makers and 
Proprietars are in à Perjury. Moreover, 
2s to the ſecond Part of this laſt Oath, vis. 
Th. HEE the Salt was paid or ſe- 
cured; I cannot ſee how any can depone 
7 that buys Salt from others that ſay 
they have Exciſcd it, he they had ſeen 

: oy 1 if it was a While in their Cuſtody, 
afterwards, ſince the Salt might be changed, 
49% 2 c or 
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or Salt not exciſed mixed: with it. Such 

baſe. Tricks are often known to be done; 
were not ſome even taken in the Fang, 
carrying off unexciſed Salt, and 'tis known 
eſcaped what they deſerved, tho it colt them 
dear, and the unhappy Men that conniv'd 
at it, paid ſoundly for their Fault? The 
Jurant is not allowed to add that Reſtricti- 
on when he ſwears, That to the beſt of his 
Knowledge the Exciſe of the Salt was pati or ſe- 
cared, but moſt peremptorly and abſolutely 
aſſert that it was paid, c. which ſcarce any 
can {wear for Salt in another's Cuſtody. 
Lea, there are ſome of ſo bad Repute for 
all infamous Tricks of ſtealing and ſwear- 

ing fallly, that none can doubt of their 
runing ſome of their Salt; ſo that thoſe 
that buy from them cannot with a 
good Conſcience ſwear, That to the beſt 
of their Knowledge and Beliet, the Salt 
they made uſe of was exciled : Therefore 
if People were as wary in this as they 
ought, they ſhould ſtill Exciſe the Salt 
themſelves which they buy. I muſt do 
Juſtice to ſeverals of my Acquaiatances, to 
own they are careful to fulfil the Law, and 
take the niceſt Care to ſee their Herrings 
or, Oc. cured with foreign Salt without 
4 any 


5 52 ) | 
© any Mixture, and will not buy Salt, ex- ly; 
cept” they be allowed to pay the Exciſe Ne 
_ themſelves. Theſe can with a good Con- 
ſcience depone to obtain their Debentures, I Gai. 
as the Law requires: But, alas! *tis far 
otherwiſe With many; we may tremble to 
think how common Perjuries in this Mat- 
ter are in many Places. Tis too well laid 
known, that often there are ſtrong and 


pregnant Preſumptions to fear, that lome ¶ Bra 


do pine their Fiſhes, Herrings, Sc. with 
mall Salt, and only in packing them be- 
ſtow a little foreign Salt on them in the two 
Ends of the Barrel, and yet ſtand not 
boldly to ſwear, they were cured as the 
Law requires. Magiſtrates that give the 
Atteſtations, and Neighbours know, there and 
is Often Ground to inſpect ſome for this 
Perjury and cheating the Government; but Ixhe 
the Law provides no Remedy, nor do I fee | y 
how it could be altogether prevented. I Jy... 
heard an amazing Inſtance of ſuch Tricks 
from the Fife Side of the Firth ſome while 
ago; one that made Herrings had but four 
Bolls of foreign Salt, and yet ſwore for five 
Laſts of Herrings cured as the Law re- 
| quires, for which he got Debentures ; and 
pet "tis known, tho” they; beſtow it frugal 
=; | <&, © op ; Ys 
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ly; it could not cure a Laſt and a half 
well. What a LoG then is this to the Go- 
vernment, but, Oh! what dear bought 
Gain to the Merchant? Now how com- 
mon may this be among baſe People 

IV. Another Sort of Perjury is now come 
in Faſhion, ſince the Malt-Tax was 
laid on. Merchants finding that, betauſe 
this Duty is not paid, they cannot have 
Draw-back on Malt in North Britain, as 
they have on Bear exported, and that 
ſometimes the Malt ſells better abroad 
than Bear ; therefore they enter- Malt at 
the Cuſtom-Houſe for Bear, and ſwear 
that it is Bear. This has been pretty 
common theſe two or three Years paſt; 
and the poor Wretches ſatisfy their Conſci- 
ences with this, that once it was Bear. 
Whether will they go at this rate ! f 

V. A fifth Occaſion of Perjury among 
Mariners and Merchants, is about the 
Buſineſs of Inſurances. Tis true the Cu- 
ſtom-Houſe has nothing to do with this. 
In time of War it was uſual to write to 
reign Factors or Merchants, and inſure 
ther Goods, or Parts of Ships; or whole 
Ships. They name a definite Sum, which 
hey Infur-; and = Inſurance- Maſters get 
3 3 2 
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that ſome have not infurd till t 
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4 Premium or Reward of ſo. much in the 


Hundred, in caſe the Goods or Ship ſo in- 
ſured be ſafely landed at the Port deſigned; 
and if they be loſt, they maſt pay the Sum 
inſured. '- When Ships are old, or in the 
Winter Seaſon, tis very uſual, even yet 
in time of Peace to Inſure; but often it is 
a coſtly Bargain to ſome, ere they can ob- 
tain their Money. For the Maſter and 
ſome of the Seamen mult give their Affida- 
vits before a Magiſtrate about the particu- 
lar Voyage, their Bills of Loadning and 
the time of the Ships failing; if the Cargo 
or the Ship and it both be loſt: Allo 
they muſt make Afidavit before ſome Ma- 
giſtrate, where they were Shipwreckr, 
how the Wind then blew, and that 1t was 


by no Fault of the Sailers, if the Inſurance- 


Maſters require it ; but if the Men be loſt 
alſo, there's no need nor place for this laſt 
Affidavit. And in caſe the 1aſurance-Maſters 
object, that Inſurance was not made till they 
got notice of the Ship's being loſt; they mutt 


purge themſelves by Oath of this alſo. Now] 


there are very 7 l Preſumptions 
| hey. were 
adviſed of the Ship's being loſt : As alſo, 
that ſometimes more is inſured on Ship o 
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he Goods than they are worth, fer which.the 
in. Inſurance-Maſtets can have their Oath, if 
they ſuſpect either of theſe. And tho, 1 
hope, che generality of Maſters and Mer- 
chants are innocent of theſe notorious 
cheating Tricks and plain Perjuries that 
follow. on them; yet Men that are ac- 
cuſtomed to Embezling and Perjuries, are 
certainly . in great Danger to Sin at this 


ſo they will find Magiſtrates enough that 
go will collude with them.  I'know' a cer- 
o fain Maſter, who had an old Veſſel, he 


2. | and his Owners were willing to loſe; a 


kr, | goodiy Sum is inſur d on it, he ſails the 


as Sbip. with Ballaſt a ſhort way from home 
e. | on the Coaſt; the Seamen divined, with- 
ot | out help of the Stars the Event of this 
alt] Voyage; they left their very Cheſts a- 
n Thoar, which they don't in time of War; 


ey = Way was found in fair Weather to be 


134 deliver'd of the old Halt deeply inſur'd: 
wi. The Men came aſhoar pleaſantly at their 
nl own leiſure, and made Ianaendos enough 
to their Friends, and yet they would 


out any Fault of theirs, if put to it. 


rate, to obtain a round and ſWinging Sum: 
And as there's no doubt ſome are guilty, 


No ] 


ſwear, as ſaid is, the Ship was loſt with- }; 
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=. ſwearing : 
run Goods. 
Auſw. 1. By this, 
is a malicious Thruſt at the Government 
for impoſing the Oath. I do indeed be- 
lieve they are no Gainers by it, the Deſign 


3 


G 


No 1 doubt not but theſe criminal 
Traders in Perjury, yea habitual Perjury 
that ſome live in, have Excuſes for it to 


pleaſe and to make themſelves eaſy about 
it, and to entice others to ſwear falſly; but 


theſe are all but vein and deceiving Words, 


and without the ſleigit of Satan and 
ſtrong Deluſion, tis impoſſible they could 
take Wich any” reaſonable Creature. Lis 


probable many of the ſame Suggeſtions 


that entice to the ſtealing, will allure to 
ſecure the ſtolu Goods by a Perjury,-other- 


wiſe the Maſter's runing the Goods were 


— 


in vain. 5th 
- 1. One Pretence for it I have heard is, 


The Law is {0 tric, the Oath to be 


ſWorn is ſo comprehenſive, that no Maſter 
can eſcape doing ſomething that is incon- 
ſiſtent with it every Voyage, let him be as 
"cautious as is poſſible ; if there be but a 
- Trifle concealed, he is guilty of falſe 
And therefore we need not 
: ftand, ſay they, to ſwear it, after we have 


you may ſee, there 


* 
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of it is not reached, and therefore I Wifhn, 


if it could be, it were not in uſe at the 
Entry of Ships; but this is what the Go- 


vernment will not abate. 2. I have let 
you ſee above, that you are allowed in 
the Report even to except breaking f 


Bulk in ſome Caſes. 3. Lis ridiculous to 


pretend that no Maſter can be ſo free of 


tuning or concealing Goods, that with a 
good Conſcience they can take the Oath; 
tis altogether groundleſs, for I kaow ſome 
who are ſo innocent of runing Goods, that 


they could ſafely do it. But whet People 


are not a mind to mend, they will often 
account impoſſibleQ. 2802 "vt 

2. I underſtand, ſome alledge Miniſters 
do not ſpeak freely on this Point, and tell 
them the Evil of theſe Perjuries Which are 
ſo common. 


Anſm, Pm ſure that ſome. Miniſters uſe 


much freedom in this Matter. Many 


teſtify faithfully. againſt theſe Perjuries in 


Trade, both by Prayers and Preachings, and 
at Sacraments debar the Guilty docteinally 
from the Lord's Table; and could they 


get plain Inſtances of it inſtructed againſt 
them, would not ſuffer them to-partake of 


ſealing Ordinances; or if Seſſions did it, it 
Would 


o 
- 
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would not want a Teſtimony againſt it, 
either by a Diſſent recorded, or an Appeal 
to: a ſuperior; Judicatory. If any Mini- 
ſters be ſilent about this, tlley have the 
Blood of their People on their Head, and 
of their Hand will God require it: For 
When People are guilty and Miniſters 
ſilent, it cannot but be a ſnare to them, 
fince they are induſtriouſly ſeeking a Blind 
to their own Conſciences. But J am per- 
ſuaded they are but few, if any, Who can 
be charged with this ſinful Silence; and 
tho fome Miniſters were actually guilty 
of it, will that excuſe theſe Men? Since 
any that has common Sence, or any com- 
petent Knowledge of the Principles of Re- 


ligion, may ſee the Impiety there is in ſuch 


undeniable Perjuries; when Men {wear a 
Lie, and what their Conſciences know to 
be falſe. I am fure, at leaſt, they have 
reaſon to doubt if ſwearipg at this rate be 


lawyful; and when Perſons doubt, ſhould || 


they not conſult others about the Matter, 
who are moſt capable to give them Light? 
Now, I dare challenge all of them to] 
give an Inſtance of a Man, either Mariner 
or. Merchant, that ever applied to _ 
CW e ſters 


C599) 
ſters for Advice, and d they refuſed to ran 
out the Sin to them. 
3. JL fear, tho they will not ſpeak i it out, 
that in {wearing theſe Oaths, ſome wick- ' 


ed Wretches-do uſe: orations Or men- 
tal Reſervutiuns, that 15 they under ſtand 
ſome Words otherwiſe than the genuine, 
plain, and common Senſe or Meaning of 
the Words import or will allow, or in 
their Minds, they except the ſtoln Goods 
when they {wear the Cuſtoin-Houſe Oaths 
at entring of Ships, tho' not expreſſed; 


and that ſuch baſe j-ſujtical hellifh Salwos 


Men make uſe of in the reſt of the Oaths 


to cheat their own: Conſciences with, not- 
they ha ve, even upon Oath, | 


withſtanding 
diſdlaim'd theſe baſe Quirks. 

Anſw. But this is abſolutely inconſiſtent 
with common: Candour and Ingenuity, an 
open violence to a natural Conſcience, and 


tends directly to elude the 1 of all 
Oachs. This antichriſtian Hypocriſy, which 
is the Reproach of the Chriſtian Name, 


is avowed by none but Papiſts, the Prin- 


ciple is peculiar to none but Rome, tis a 
part of the curſed . Morals taught by * 


Prieſts and Jeſuirz, theſe infernal Locuſts ; 


away then with it to Rome and Hell 


_ whence 
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whetice it came! None but the ſtupidly I * 9" 
Ignorant, or deſperate Offenders, Will at- un. 
tempt to make themſelves eaſy With this, | 
But can Men face the awful Tribunal of they 
Gal with ſuch pitiful Quirks? Will I be. 
theſe miſerable Defences be ſuſtained: by 1915 
him ho is Truth and Holineſs it ſelf, and Ae 


no Reſpecter of Perſons? © 8 
4. Some are ſo childiſh” as to plead, 8 
when they have run Goods they are then _ 
under a Neceſſity of {wearing for them, * g 
other wiſe if they don't, they'll be quite th 
broke and undone." . 
Auſw. I have already made it convin- 59 
eingly appear, that they are under no Ne- un 
ceſſity to run their Goods, yea there is a ring 
World of Sin in it, and follows on it; and 125 
therefore this is but a meer Pretence. Tis c 5 
ſtrange to hear People plead a Neceſſity e 
for ſwearing, Sc. becauſe they have run he 


the Goods; Did they not delign to run I Bei 
them betore they bought them ? Either 
the Importation-of the Goods they bought 
is abſolutely prohibite, or Cuſtoms im- 
poſed on them ſo great, to diſcourage Im- |} 
portation, that they knew they could not , 4 
make Profit except they would run them; l 
and this is What they deſign to d every 
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Voyage, if they can get ſuch Goods to 
run. Moreover, ſuppoſe they had never 
heard of the Cuſtom-Houſe-Oath before 
they had run the Goods, how can there 
be any imaginable Neceſſity of commit- 
ting ſo great a Sin, to reach a little Profit 


which they propoſe to themſelves? Will 


they do Evil, that Good may come of it? 
Vea, will they commit one of the greateſt 
Sins, rather as ſuffer a little Loſs? The 
Moral- Lam is holy and ſtrict, allows of no 
Sin, Degree or Appearance of it whatſo- 
ever, nor Excuſe for it; and it's a diſtin- 


guiſhing Principle of Religion, and eſſen- 


tial to it, that We muſt rather ſuffer the 
worſt Affliction, than commit the leaſt 
din. 3 en 

5. Some while ago, I have heard ſome 
ſo ĩimpudent as to ſay, they ſwore. no Oath 
at all at the Cuſtom-Houſe, they only 
ſign'd it, and this was a very common 
Defence among the. ne, Otis 
Anſw. 1. They know that now, as is a- 
bovg narrated, they are made ſolemnly to 
{wear the Oath, as well as ſubſcribe it. 2. 


would ask ſuch in cold Blood, do you, or 


did you ever think it lawful to ſign a Lye, 
ſuppoſe it were not aſſerted in the Terms 


on 
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| of an Oath; and if not, could you dare 
to ſign a plain and expreſs Lie in a folema ¶ Tan 
Oath? z. Did you not give a Bow, as a N nera 
Sign ol your Aſſent to the Words repeated I Wha 
to you, as was requir'd by thoſe that ten- ¶ the 
der d the Oath? And this Sign of Aſſent, ¶ ſtand 
is all that's commonly requir d of Parents ¶ this, 
at the Baptiſm of their Children, when part 
they ſolemnly engage for their Education; I Nov 
and if you thought your Bowing in the ted t 
firſt Caſe brought you under no Tye of an I by t 
Oath, no doubt you may imagine your ] Pery 
ſelves as little engag'd, by your Bowing in | mor 
the other. 4. Did not the Collector and ſet d 
Comptroller both, by their Subſcriptions, I ſome 
atteſt that you had ſworn the Oath, at the Ion 
Entry of Ships? i 
But beſides Merchants and Seamen,, -( 


. there are others allo very guilty in this 


Matter. The Officers of Cuitom-Houſes, || +. 

ſuch as Collectors, Compurollers, eſpecially I fg 
the Surveyors, Land-Watters and Tide-Wait- | + - 
ers,” who might prevent much of the 
Frauds committed by Merchants and Ma- 
riners, as to runiag Goods, Oc. were they 
truly faithful, as they ought to be. But 
alas! How far are many of them from I xo: 
that? What notorious Unfaichfulneſs are I 4. 

Fs | many 


many found guilty ot? This is what the 
Tair- Traders daily complain of, and all ge- 
nerally on the Sea-Coaſt know is. too true. 
What. Troubles have the Commiſſioners of 
the Cuſtoms of late got with notorious In- 
ſtances of their Knavery and Villany in 
this, and with the reſtleſs Sollicitations of 
partial Men, in Favour of theſe Rogues. 
1: Now you will fee, when they are admit- 
he ted to their Office, they are ſolemnly ſworn 
in by the Oath de ffdeli. That the Charge of 
ar Perjury and Acceſſion to it, may be the 
in more evident againſt theſe Officers, L have 
d | ſet down the Oath. it ſelf, end ihall make 

s, | ſome few Reflections and Obſervations up- 

ie on it. 14 1 4 | | 


_ Oath to be taken by the Officers of 
the Cuſtoms, at their Admiſſion to 
Winer! their Office. ' N | : 
Lou do ſwear, : :.. | 

1 That you Wall truly and faithfully e ec ute, 
to the beſt of jour Knowledge and Power, yoar 
ſeveral. T raft and Employments committed to 
uur Charge and Inſpettion, and that you will 
not tale or receive an) Reward or Gratuity, 
directly or indirectly, other than-your reſpettive 


F 7 avs as 


8 


Salaries, 
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FBalaries, and what is or bart; allowed 
from the Crown, or the regular Fees eftabliſpat 
| for any Service done or to be done in 
*Exeention of your Embvloyment in the Cu- 
fm apon any Account whatſorver. > 
By this Oath it's evident, 1. That if they 
be unfaithful to their Knowledge, tho” they 
take no Reward or Gratuity, they are per- 
jur'd; if they but connive or wink at 
Frauds, concert them or go out of the 
Way, when they ſuſpect they are to be 
perpetrate. 2. Much more, if they them- 
felves or their Friends for them; to theit 
Knowledge do take a Reward, Gratuity 
or Bribe, they are guilty ; - for they fwear, 
they ſhall not take it directly or indirect- 
-& 3. It they. impoſe upon Ship-Ma- 
; ers or Merchants, more than the regu- 
| lar Fees eftabliſht' by Law, this is allo a 
plain Breach of their Oath; and yet how 
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ordinary is it for Collectors, Oc. eſpecial- 
Ivy Surveyours and Land-Waiters to do ſo? 
| _ tho' at the Jirting of a Ship, à Crown is all] 
that's due to the Surveyour, they get the 
Double of it frequently, yea, often à Gu. 
ea, and if confin d to their Crown, they are 
not pleas d, and have openly ſhewd not a 
little Reſentment of it agaiuſt n 
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ſters; of this I could 
forbear. 


ty: Sure this is not conſiſtent with the 


aithfulneſs they ſwear. The few: who 


are very faithful, are a Check on t 


they dread them; and therefore hate them, 
and do them all the Miſchief they can. 5. 
If they will not receive and improve Infor- 


mations they get of Frauds, this is not 
conſiſtent with Faithfulneſs. Some of them 


are no ſooner inform'd, but they tranſmit 


the Account to Traders concern'd to de- 
feat the Diſcovery. 6. If they diſcourage 
Informers, who give them certain Ac- 
counts of Goods run, or of Frauds, either 
by Bantering and Male: treating them to 
their Faces, or Diſcovering them to Tra- 
ders, Who may give them much Trouble; 
this none will dare to do, but Arrant, per- 
jur'd Villains. l. ic 22 

1. Tis certain, the Unfaithfulneſs of the 


Officers of the Cuſtoms cannot be eaſily 
proven by two Witneſſes to every Fact; 


give Inſtances, but I 
4. By perſecuting, reproach- 
ing and giving Trouble to honeſt Men, for 
their Fidelity in their Office, they are guil- 


, 


tor it's not to be imagin'd, that they will 


allow any to be Witneſſes of what Bar- 


Givers 


gains they make with Traders, but the 


. 
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. - diſcover it, except they are minded to give 


. 

Givers allanerly; and theſe will be loth to 
over Trade. 2. There are many Caſes, 
in which the Law allows a priv:leaged Pro- 
bation; and ſure in this Cale it ought to be 
allow'd as much as in many, otherwite the 
Government muſt ſuffer daily very much 
Damage by them. Put the Caſe, that there 
ate ſeveral Inſtances of great Untaithful- 
neſs a Perſon is guilty of, and a ſingle Wit- 
neſs to each of them, with many other 
pregnant Preſumptions concurring, is it not 
ww ſtrange, that in ſuch a Caſe the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms may not turn off 
fuch Servants? Any Maſter of a Family 
would think himſelf miſerably ftated, if 
he might not diſcard his Servants in ſuch 
a Caſe, and ſhall not the King and Go- 
vernment be at Liberty to turn off theirs || - 
for the like, when the publick Good re- 
quires it? Will Men pretend Loyalty, 
and ſupport ſuch Knaves, and interpoſe 
with all their Moyen, and daily vex the 
Commiſſioners for ſuch Men; yea, and 
perhaps threaten them alſo, if they will not 
abandon the Intereſt of the Government ſo 
far as to paſs them when convicted, or re- 

pone them when ſuſpended, or ſend them 

. to another Port?: ORs 1 
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I I have not heard any f e 
or defending their Unfaithſulneſt, yet 
have often heard one of them accuſe ang- 
ther of it; and commonly, when challen- 
they deny it, as boldly as the Tra- 
ers 100; and Im perſuaded, if they ware 
allow'd, to ſwear their Innocency they 
would not ſcruple to purge themſelves hy 


Oath, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, tho? 


many of them are guilty to a Degree; 
therefore the Government may be con- 
vinc'd, it is their Intereſt to have Men of 
Probity employ'd about the Cuſtoms. But 


not a few inferior Officers of the Cuſtoms 


are profligate Rakes, - profane Swearers, 
and Severals of them Atheiſtical Deſpiſers 


of Worſhip, neither owning Church nor 


Meecting-Houſe : Men who are ſenſual 


Drunkards, yea often drunk while waiting 


on Ships; and is it then poſſible they can 
be capable to diſcharge their Duty? Sea- 


Men and Merchants find a Way to make 


them drunk, that they may get Occaſion 
to play their Cards, and ſteal the more 
freely, for then they may do what they 
pleaſe, I have often ſeen Land-Waiters 
and Tide-Waiters drunk in this Caſe, and 
for this, very * they ought to be 2 1 
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mit. There are likewiſe not a few of 
tliem miſerably poor, and being often bro- 
ken Merchants, or Gentlemen's menial 
Servants recommended, this -tempts them 
to grip greedily, and to haſten to be 
rich, and ſtand at no Unfaitlifulneſs, that 


will make Money to them. I know the 


Commiſſioners of the Cuſtoms and Ex- 
ciſe are to be pitied, they are ſo plauged 
with Recommendations in Favours of ſuch 
Men. Severals of them were Jacbbites in 
the late Years, and join'd in the Rebellion; 
and yet theſe Men were recommended by 
ſome in the Government, when they came 
in, and ſome of them their Well-W hers, 
yet remain in theſe Poſts: So that on all 
tis evident, there is no Hope of reforming 
the Stealing and Perjuries in Trade, except 


there be a Reform among ſuch Officers of 


the Cuſtoms, and theſe Poſts better filled 
than ſome of them are. Great Reaſon 
have the honoured Gentlemen the Com- 
miſſioners of the Cuſtoms, to look to this, 
and I hope will do fo, if they can be rid of 
Sollicitations. . 
Their Bribery is either direct, when they 
tranſact with Traders, and offer to con- 
nive at Frauds on ſuch a Sum; oi indirect 
th | atk when 
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when they or theirs take the Gift or Bribe, 
and promiſe nothing, but do the Favour 
deſired effectually. Now. Bribery is a 
wicked, miſchievous and ignominious Sin. 
'Tis given as a great Evidence of a de- 
plorable State, when thoſe in publick Truſt 
take Gifts or Bribes; + Thy Princes are re- 
bellicas, and Companions 5 every one 
loveth Gifts, and followeth after Remards; * 
A wicked Man taketh'a Gift out of the Boſom, 
to pervert the Ways of Judgment. 1. - 
Gift is ſaid, Io blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, 
not only of Fools,” but even of the Wiſe, 
and pervert the Words of the Righteous; and 
the wiſe Man ſays, + 7hat @ Gift deſtroys'the 
Heart, Tho? Perſons were reſolved not to 
gratify them by conniving at Frauds,” yet 
they ought not to take Gitts, for this is an 
Oppreſhon of the Traders. 2. It tempts - 
the Givers to expect your gratifying: them 
in the Terms propoſed. 3. They and others 
that know your taking it, will be ſtumbled 
at this, and think you actually do wink at 
their Frauds ; or if otherwile, that *tis on= - i 
ly ſome Reſentment has made the Re- 
ceiver of their Gift not to:connive. 4. If you. | 
0 jake - 


+ Iſa. i. 23 * Prov. XVii. 23. Exod, XX1ll, 8. Deut. 
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| talcz the Gift, there is Danger of yielding; 


and therefore a Gift is {aid to be as a 
F precious Stone in the Eyes of him that hath 


F ity 'whitherſoever it turns it proſpereth. e.g 


. The Injury you do to the Govern- 
ment is great, it cannot eaſily be told the 
Loſs the Government ſuſtains by the Un- 
faithfulneſs of Officers, both of Exciſe and 
Cuſtoms, who are concerned in the Re- 
venue, how many Thouſand Pounds do 
ſach yearly cheat the Government out of? 
3. *Tis a betraying of your Truſt; the 
Government imploies you, when often bet- 
ter Servants might be had, and how ill 
is the Government requit by you, while it 
ſuch infamous Men, as you and your 
Families from ftarving; who, tho' you 
are well hired and rewarded for all your 
Toi and Labour in your Poſts, yet think 
nothing of all this, if you get not Leave to 
teal from the Traders and the King both? 
4. At your Door does the mult part of 
the Frauds committed by Traders, as to 
_ Tuning of Goods, c. and Perjuries ly. 
. Lis in you a horrid Violation of 


de acceſſory any Manner of Way to theſe 
INE 2 1 | * Frauds 
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our Oath, and a down-right Perjury, to 
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Frauds and Perjuries of others. On the 
Evil of this horrid Iniquity, both in Traders 
and Officers of the Cuſtoms, as to this 
Matter, I ſhall next inſiſt. 
But now I would gladly addreſs all the 
Guilty, or that are in Danger of being ſo, 
and reaſon the Matter a little with Ma- 
riners, Merchants, and Officers of the 
Cuſtoms, about the very great Wickedneſs 
there is in the Perjury and falle Swearing 


ſo common now a Days in the Matter of 


e N | 
I. Dear Friends and Country-Men, con- 
fider ſeriouſly what a ſacred and tremen- 
duous Thing an Oath is; 'tis the higheſt 
and moſt awtul Appeal to God, the Search- 
er of Hearts, the glorious Judge of the 
uick and Dead, of Angels and Men, and 
greateſt Security among Men; and 


the more ſolemaly it is done, it adds ſo 8 


much to its ka. gu By ſwearing an Oath, 
you ſolemnly call upon God to be Witneſs 
and Judge of your Sincerity. In ſwearing 
either an Aſſertory or Promiſſory Oath, you 
atteſt God that knows all Things, touching 


your Ingenuity, and by your ſwearing you © | 


invocate God to puniſh you with all the 
Vengeance falſe . ſwearing does 3 
5 an 


-+ 
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and which is threathed agai 


is an Imprecation againſt themſelves, in I expr 
Caſe of Perfidiouſnels implied in the Oath WO. 
ſworn; and this holds in the Oaths above- | 7» 
mentioned, as well as in Covenants with 1 C 
God. Now then what a Heaven-daring Þ you! 
Preſumption, what a profane mocking of ſhip 
an Omniſcient, holy, and jealous God 1s it, | Nar 
to ſwear falſly? Mind he will be your 
Judge, and no worſe ſhall befal you than 
you have called on God to inflict | May 
he not ſay to ſuch perjured Monſters, on of 
this peculiar Account: Out of your owh f you 
Mouths will T judge you ? | * 
II. Perjury Or falſe ſwearing is a Sin || the 
_ againſt much Light, and this is a hainous | guil 
Aggravation of Sin that dreadfully accents || thre 
it, I Jeſus ſaid to the Phariſees, If you were | mol 
. blind you ſhould have no Sin, but now you | Lav 
ſay we ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth : | mec 
Aud the Servant that knew his Lord's Will, | fm © 
8 tk | ana 
* Neh. x, 29. f John ix. 41, * Luke xii. 47. =; [\ 1 
1 „ 
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and prepared not FEY elf, neither did at- 
cording to his Will, ſhall be beaten with many 
Stripes. Ta theſe Oaths mentioned, you full 
well know, you are {wearing grols Un- 
truths, and with a Delign'to cheat. 
1. *Tis a Sin againſt the Moral Law, the 
revealed 'Will of God ; how peremptorily, 
expreſly and frequently is this forbid in the 
Word? O! that the third Command, 
|| Thow ſhalt not take the Name of the Lord 
thy God in wain, for, & c. Were engraven on 
your Hearts ! An Oath is immediate Wor- 
ſhip, *tis a valuable Part of his glorious 


Name, his Name is exprelly interpoſed in * . 


an Oath, we muſt only ſwear by his Name 
and by no other; and ſwearing is in Scrip- 


ture put for the whole of God's Worſhip, 


of which it is a conſiderable Part. Now, 
3 ſee, taking it in vain, mentioning any 


art of his Name but irreverently, not to 


the Purpoſe, (of which People may be 


guilty in Prayer) is expreſly prohibite and 


threatea'd. Sure then Perjury is one of the 
molt atrocious and odious Breaches of thus 
Law of the firſt Table, and ſo a Sin im- 
mediately againſt God; + Now if à Man 


fin againf! the Lord, who ſhall intreat for him? 


2. Yea 


Deut vi. 13. o. 20. Jer; iv. 2. 4 1 Sam. ii. 23. 
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| 1 
2. Yea this is a Sin againſt Nature's Pod, 
Light; it may be ſaid, Doth not even Na- them 
ture teach you, that Perjury is a Sin? threat 
Heathens own an Oath to be a ſacred ſuch 
Thing, and not a few of them have {+ 7k 
ſhown a wonderful Veneration for Oaths ; fl 20 
ſome of them have kept their Oaths to 
others, when under dangerous Temptati- 
ons to break them. The Conſciences of 
ſober Pagans would bogle at ſuch horrid 
and frequent abominable Perjuries, of 
Which many Traders and Officers of the 

Cuſtoms are guilty. Will not theſe then wi 
be Witneſſes againſt perjured pretended Si 
Chriſtians, that play with Oaths? Is the £Si 
Law. of Nature quite blur'd,' and have 
your Conſciences loſt all Impreſſions of this 
Sort, tho* you have Revelation to aſſiſt 
Nature's Light, have you got both trampled 

among your Feet? t 

| 3. How often is it evidently ſeen, that 
there is prodigious Atheiſm at Bottom of 
it? Every hainous Sin committed on {mall 
_ Temptations, and repeated often, or that 
the Sinner continues impenitent under, 
eſpecially when againſt ſo much Light as 
this is, bewrays much Atheiſm. Do ſuch 
Heaven-daring Sinners believe there LY 
DE age | ya : 


2d, that he knows their Sin, will call 
hem to Account for it, as he hath 
hreaten ' dʒ and tlrat he is able to avenge 
ſuch Diſobedience? No, na, they do not. 
Theſe Fools have ſaid in their Hearts, there 
; fs 20 PE ona. too 2 
cament ot it; 1 are - corrapt,. | 
lane abominable Works, xk. 
4. Profaning the Name of God by 
0aths, even in cuſtomary ſwearing in 
ommon Diſcourſe, much more in ſolemn 
Oaths above-mention 


9 


ed, is accom . 
with much Profanenefs, a Deluge of other 
ins, of groſs Immoralities, eſpecially thoſe 
Sins that will yield a little worldly Gain, 
ſuch as lying, cheating, c. will accom- 
pany falſe — this Caſe ; if you 
wear falſly for Protit, What Sin will you 
ſtand at that will conduce to this End? 
And commonly the Perſons moſt guilty of 
theſe Perjuries are profane Perions, either 
Maſters, Merchants, or Cuſtom-Houſe 
Officers; What Drunkeneſs, Sabbath- 
breach, Contempt of publick Worſhip, 
ſcolffing at Piety, and Uncleanneſs com- 
mon among ſuch People? Vices of all Sorts 
reign among them. „eee 


. How 


— . 
T Pſal; xiv. t, 2 
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F. How often in a Year are ſome guilt 


of falſe ſwearing at the Cuftorn, Houle, at 


the Entry of Ships, for Debentfires, Cc: 
Is it not enough, and too much by far, 
once in your Lives to rate this great 
Sin againſt God, and your own Souls, but 
will you oſten renew and repeat it? I; 
there ſo little Sin on your Scores? What 
an accurſed and helliſh Trade is this you 
drive? What complete Kyights of the Pol 
would many Maſters, Merchants and Ot- 
ficers of the Cuſtoms make? In no-law- 
ful Employ is Perjury ſo often committed, 
as you do in yours. © Oh vet 
6. How impudently do many of you a- 
ver your Innocence, when moſt guilty ? 
You know the Buſineſs is manag' d with 
ſuch Secreſy, it's not eaſy to find you out 
in runing the Goods that makes the Perju- 
ry in Maſters, or the other Tricks that 
make you guilty, when all in the Place 
you live in of your own Sort, know you 
Aare guilty often, yet you have the Impu- 
dence to deny it, if any that abhors ſuch 
Impiety will charge you with it? + Were 


| they aſhamed, when they had commit- 
ea Abominatons * They were not at 
EIT < ; 2» 
* <>" hp ä 
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ly it aſhamed, \"weither © doll they - haſh. 

+. 7- How incortigibly and obſtinately do 

ar Hany go on in it? Lou often rage at a 
J 


Reprocf of this, as if the greateſt Injur 
* hos you. I know ſome that wr | 
Jared to challenge Miniſters for a general 
Reproot of ſuch Sins in Trade, without 
dul circumſtantiating Perſons or Acts; yea, e- 
of ven ſome of the ſobereſt of Mariners have 

done it, and yet were forced in Reaſonin 
to yield the Point, but {till perſiſted in 
cheſe Courſes: There are many both Mer- 
chants and Mariners, who are otherwiſe 
very ſober and moral Men, that ſcruple as 
little at theſe Oaths, as the loudeſt” Rakes 
among them; which can't but be very a- 


ch 8 Dl 
it | Pazing, and give us ſtrange Thoughts of 
Hcart about this. AY 


8. What a Conſcience- ſearing and har- 
dening Sin mult it be, ſince it's againſt fo 
much Light, and is of ſo atrocious '/a Na- 
ture? Perhaps the firſt Time yu are 
guilty, the Conſcience my bogle and ſtartle 
a little at it, but after you have ſworn faſly 
once or twice, you become very eafy a- 
bout it. Ho low does the Fear of God 
ebb in your Hearts, that do it often? 
Such Tranſgreſſian may fay within our 


— 
et 


© Gambier 


Mlan defird to be admitted to the Lords 
Su 


3 1 
Hearts, 4 The 922 of Cod is mot befan 
gour Eyer. Lying does much fear the Con- I 
ſcience, as we are told in the ſacred Ora. 
cles, ſpeaking Lies in Hipocriſy, Haviay 
their Conſcience feared, 45 with a bt tron; 
and if ſpeaking Lies do ſo, will not ſwear 
ing Lies often do it more effeQually ? II by 
could never hear any of the ſobereſt of L Are: 
you, expreſs the leaſt Remorſe for this Sin; FIT 
nor could I ever learn, that any Miniſter wy. 
would own he had heard any ſuch Thing!“ 
from any of you at Death, even when val 7 
ſome have been free about other Sins. 1 Me 
knew one when he had run the Goods and ( 10 
ſold them, before he went to enter the 7 
Ship, which he knew the Miniſter of the 
Place was able to prove; yet when this hal 


Supper, he would not fo much as confeſs 
it. What a Poſſeſſion is this Satan gets df 
ſuch Men, by theſe Sins! 
9. How great's the Scandal and Offence ]“ 4 
it gives, when this is ſo common? Eſpe- © 
cially, when theſe that are otherwiſe more 47 Þ 
moral than others are found in this Sin, | 
how will it harden Atheifts and Infidels ? Poſe, 
How much does it tempt others to follow 
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their Example? And how grieving is it 
to the Hearts of all that truly fear God? 
Wo to them by whom ſuch Offence. come? _ 

10. This is a Sin the Lord has given ter- 
rible Documents of his Diſpleaſure againſt. - 
How {ſharply and how frequently is it re- 


proved in the Word, and what dreadful 
Threatnings are there thunder'd out a- 
gainſt the falſe Swearer, of which T ſhall 
ſubjoin a few? *Tis ſaid, + He will not 
bold them guiltleſs, that take his Name in 
vain ; that is by a Figure calld Meioſis, he 
will hold them very guilty, and whatever 
Men think of it, Altho the Breakers of - this 
Command eſcape Puniſhment from Men, yet 
they ſball not eſcape God's righteous Judgement. 
The Pſalmiſt puts the Queſtion „ * Who 
ſhall aſcend into the Hill of the Lord, and 
ſtand in his holy Place? And as a Part of 
the Anſwer to that weighty Queſton, he 
ſubjoins, He that hath not. lifted up his Soul 
to Vanity, nor (worn - deceitfully. The Pro- 
phet Jeremiah tells the People, . Becauſe 
of ſwearing the Land mourneth. Likewiſe 
the Prophet Hoſea ſpeaks to the fame Pur- 
poſe, || By ſwearing and lying and Sealing, 

| . b 


15 


"+ Exod. fr. 7. * Pſal. xxiy., 3. 1 Jer. xiii: ro, 
|| Hoſe iv. 2, 3. | | | 
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eee c. they break Rds ſball the Land your 
muuru, and, every. ane that "dmellerh. therein you 
4 languiſb. . They have: ſpoken Mord ¶ capal 
— ſwearing 1 0 in making: a Covenant, . thu Mar 
13 ſpringeth up as Hemlock, in tle that 
Furroms of the Hd. "The, Prophet Tech. 
riah concurs in the ſame "brig with the 
__ 15 a Viſion there is diſcovered to him, 
flying Roll, the Length whereof is twen- 
10 des and the: — thereaf. ten Cubits: 
Iwill bring it forth: faith t4e Lord cf Haſti 

and it ſhall enter into the Houſe of the I hicf, 
and into re Houſe of him that ſweareth fal- 

Hi my Name, and it (hall remain in the 
midſt 1 his Houſe e, and ſball. conſunie it * 
the Timber and Stones thereof. Now 
Verſe 3. Tis ſaid, T his:4 the Cage — 
-goeth forth over the Face of the whole Earth, 
The Lord - alſo declares by Malach, I 
will come near to you. ta Judgment, and J 
will be. 4 fi weft veg: againſt the falſe 
Swearer. - 

Dear Friends and Country-Men, O that 
yon would allow-me to deal freely, and ex- 
poſtulate the Matter. a little further. with 
your Conſciences, about theſe Things! 
God is my Witneſs, tis the Love I bear 

your 
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"7 Hot. X. 4. Zech. Y. 2, 35 „ 1 Mal. BE 8 11 
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your Souls, that conſtrains me to adgreſs. 
you with all the Warmneſs in this, I am 
capable of. I know not any Merchants, 
Mariners, Oc. that avow the Principle, 
that Stealing, Lying and Perjury in theſe 
re no Sins; and whatever you may think 
of the firſt two in the Caſe in Hand, yet 
you will join with me in condemning Per- 
wry,. as a very great Sin, whatever ſome 
flagitious Rakes may drop to the contrary. 
„Lou will alſo own an Oath is a very ſa- 
| cred Thing, and Men ought to be very 
-|| wary in taking Oaths : Yea ſome I have 
heard diſcourſe this with a ſeeming peculi- 
arConcern, who yet every Voyage, when 
ny had Occaſion, did ſteal and fwear as 
aid is, which was amazing to my ſelf, 
and others alſo, when we heard them. | 
1. Now then, on your own avow'd. 
Principles, let me expoſtulate a little with 
you. O how ſelf-chndemn'd will you be, 
to profeſs an Oathito be ſo ſacred, and Per- 
| jury ſo great a Crime; and yet fo often 
"| perjure your ſelves? + Will you profeſs 
to know God, and deny him in Works? 
Are not the Inſtances I have given, unde- 
niable Perjuries? What in all the World 


b 9 can 
+ Tit 1. ult. | | 
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can Excuſe them? Only then apply to 
your ſelves, and your own Practice in this, 
what you talk of Oaths and Perjury in ge- 
neral, and Pm ſure it muſt be choaking to 
your Conſciences. Do you only talk fo, || have 
to amuſe others? Or is it to deceive and a D⸗ 
cheat your ſelves? Sure if it be, eaſy I der, 
Conſciences you have, that will be blind- Hou 
ed with 1t. | Gps, * 
The Queſtion then I would have you they 
putting home to your ſelves, and ſeriouſſy who 
poling your Conſciences with, when alone it th 
before God, is this, whether ſuch hainous 
and unexcuſable Sins above ſpecified, ought from 
to be done by you in any Caſe, for a little wr 
— worldly Advantage? Is the Runing of 
Goods that deprives the Government of | Wh: 
neceſſary Duties, juſtly impoſed by King | ence 
and Parliament, for the Detence of our have 
| Religion, Liberty, Property and Lives, be a 
and afterwards ſwearing the Oath at the the! 
Entry of Ships, or your Wearing Untruths | Your 
on the other Occaſions already narrated, || deſp 
are theſe no Sins? Yea, are they not very || Spiri 
great Iniquities? What can vindicate | . 3* 
7 — of a damnable Perjury? Would Men ſequ 
but ponder the Matter, and commune with milie 
|. their own Hearts about this, it's Prong men 
| | er 
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their Conſciences could eſcape being 
terribly ſhock'd with it. 3 | 

2. Have you no perplexing Thoughts 
about the Oath, before you ſwear it? Or, 
have you no Remorſe at all after? What 
a Damp have I known ſome Maſters un- 
der, before they went to the Cuſtom- 
Houſe, aſter they had run Goods? The 
Faces of ſome have bewrayed it to others; 
they have dropt it to their Relations, from 
whom I have heard it. Now, why all this, 
if there were no ſwearing fallly by taking 
Oaths? 'Tis evident, the Heavineſs riſes 
from this, that you ſee you are in this 
At Strait, either you muſt confeſs the 

ealing, or perjure your ſelves to hide it. 
What Storms have ſome of your Conſci- 
ences ſuffer d, till by habitual ſinning you 
have got them laid aſleep? Will not this 
be a Witneſs againſt you? O then, for 
the Lord's Sake, and for the Love you owe 
your Souls, ſtiffle not theſe Convictions, 
deſpiſe not theſe Checks, quench not the 
Spirit, otherwiſe it will be fatal to you! 

3. Have you no Dread ofthediſmal Con- 
ſequences of this to your ſelves, or your Fa- 
milies? Have you no Fear, that the Judge- 
ment oſ God {addenly overtake you, when 
65 F Sw F* you 
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vou go to Sea? I confeſs it's to me a Won- 
der, if you can be free of frightful Fears one 
Voyage. I have obſerv'd ſome Maſters 
go drunk aboard which perhaps is done 
on Deſign, to drown Care and Fear; and 


_ often I have ſeen Men very penſive and 


chagreen, when going aboard. This 1s 
- not turpriſing to me ; for beſide the leav- 
ing your Families and Friends, many of 
you carry a guilty Conſcience within you, 
which is a very cumberſome Cargo: No 
Wonder then, you dread to venture on'the 
Back of that mercileſs Element, leaſt on a 
Commiſſion from a jealous God, you have 
incenſed, it ſwallow you up, as often it 
hath done others. N 
4. Are not others often upbraiding you 
with it, ſuch as the Fair-Traders, whom 
you wrong ſo much, and the Cuſtom- 

ouſe Officers who are faithful? Many 
Minilters both in private and publick, give 
Teſtimony againſt your Sin, and Neigh- 
bours often jeſt you with it, which ought 
not to be done; yea, often unfaithful Of- 
ficers Will tate you for it, when the Prey 


has eſcapt their Clutches. This ſure can- 


not be pleaſant to you, it cannot but grate 
ſore, When ſomething witlin- yo wall ſi- 


lently 


* C 


4 & # ww 
lently whiſper in your Ears, as Nathan to 
David, Thou art the Man, will not this tend 
to make you very inexcuſable? 7 
5. How great Grief and Sorrow does 
your Sin give to others? Your conſcienti- 


ous Relations are afflicted with it; they 
know your runing the Goods, and ſome- 


thiag of the Oath ; but it they knew all, 
it would be heavier to them. How griev- 
ous is it to all that fear God in the Place 
ou live in, both private Chriſtians and 
Miniſters as underſtand the ſeveral 


Ways you ſin in this Matter? What a 
Grievance is it to faithful Miniſters, to ſee 


ſo many under their Charge, ſo often and 
ſo deliberately commit ſo great Sins, and 
that People will ſcarce endure a Reptoof 


they from reforming it? How often do 
Merchants and Maſters - who are the lead- 
ing People in Coaſt-Side Towns, c. give 
much Trouble to Miniſters, are Thorns in 
their Sides, and fill Pariſhes with Sedition 
and Mutiny, for the Freedom they uſe in 


publick, againſt the foreſaid Sins? Hap- | 


py Miniſters, that have none in their Pa- 
riſhes guilty of ſuch Crimes! W. ill not 
. F3 the 
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for it in publick, no nor even the calmeſt, ” | 


gentleſt Admonition in private, fo far are 


_ 


n 18 
the Grief and Sorrow you give Miniſters /e, 
on theſe Accounts, be requir'd at your I prot 
Hands, and ſhall not Miniſters be Witneſ- total 

les againſt you, in the Day of the Lord? I ſtan- 

56. Can you have Confidence to look theſe 
God in the Face, to addreſs him by Pray- Jou 
er, with ſuch horrible Guilt on your Heads, on ( 

which you are not reſolved to mend, and || Ju, 

which many of you do never reform? || 1Wet 

Can you think God will hear your Pray- 7: 

ers, after you have ſo abominably profan d 

his holy Name, and while you till regard Live 


this vileſt Iniquity in your Hearts? I Know ſtuo 
indeed very few Skippers pray with their J Var! 
Men at Sea in their Ships, and perhaps this Ser; 
is the Cauſe of it. I have known ſome || then 
Maſters,, that carefully prayed at Sea; but Con 
to ſoon as they dropt Anchor, they dropt 
Prayer alſo. It ſeems the poor Men thought 
him the God of the Sea, and not of the | Fan 
dry Land, and that they were no more in the 
his Reverence when once aſhoar. But in- | Da" 
deed the moſt Part neglect Prayer in their ran 
Ships wholly, tho? it's natural Worſhip, | 10 
andi Nature dictates this. Joneh's Mariners | Ln 
who were Heethens, call'd on their Gods, ſaid 
_ and chide him for the Neglect of Prayer, lure 
What meaneſt thou, O Sleeper, ſay ghey, 5 
A y riſe, 
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Family Worſhip when at a home, wit 
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riſe, call upon thy God, &c. And ſhall 
profeſſed Chriſtians deſpiſe and live in a 
total Neglect of it, even in ſuch Circum- 
ſtances, as loudly call for it? Will not 
theſe Heathens riſe up in Judgment againſt 
you, that reſtain Prayer, and will not call 
on God, nor reform theſe Sins that fright 
you, that are prayerleſs Perſons, from this 
ſweet and neceſſary Duty? . 
7. Do you not commonly run many 
Dangers at Sea? How often are. your 
Lives threatned with terrible and tempe- 
ſtuous Storms; and O! How many other 
various Caſualities that put you in Dan- 
ger, ſurprize you? And ſhould you not 
then, even beyond others, live in all good 
Conſcience, and ſhall you be worſe? I 
knew a harden'd Wretch a Seaman, when 
a Miniſter was preſſing . him to keep u 


the Conſideration of their frequent great 
Dangers at Sea, and”"their ſignal Delive- 


rances, he ſpurn'd and ſaid, they were in 


no more Danger at Sea, than others at 
Land; we are in God's Hand at Sea, 
{aid he, as well as others at home. This 
ſure ſhews no ſmall Tgnorance ; the Devils 


are in God's Hand, and all Reprobares ; 
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nothing can befall them, but what he ſees 
meet. and orders, common Providence 
feacheth them: But no Creatures at Sea 
or, Land are in the Hands of his ſpecial 
Providence, and under his fatherly tendet 
Care, but his own Children, ++That have 
in well-doing committed the Care of themſelves 
t God, But further, are not even good 
and bad in more Danger at Sea, than at 

Land? I am ſure Men are in more Dan- || are: 
ger there, than in their Houſes at home. ] Dar 
Are not the Lives of all in a Ship, on a | you 
Plank of two or three Inches thick, which ple: 
zs often ftrain'd, and the Baulks cracking | guil 
with a heavy Cargo? Is not the beſt, Ve- PeC 
fel frail enough, while the proud violent | Ho! 
Waves are often going over you, and || ia 
ſearching round your Ship for a Cranny, | Let 
at which they may invade you? How of- Da 
ten are Seamen ſurpriz d with a Leak, oc- | are 
caſion'd' by Worm-Holes, or the Place of | Wi 
old Nails not fild up, or the Springing of | gre 
2 Plank, againſt which all Hands can find! 

no Relief? May not Ships Founder and 
be overſet by the Wind and Waves, eſpe- 
cFially with ſome Loadnings? Are you not 

in Danger to miſtake Land in Day Light, 
e ee on eſpecially 
—— 
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eſpecially when it's foagy Weather? Or 
not knowing where you are in a dark 
Night, to run on Land, or on a blind 
al Rock, as you call it, viz. a Rock under 
Water, and fo periſh in a Moment; or at 


x | leaſt ſtrike off your Helm, and ſoom after 
25 | be loſt? May you not be thrown from 
d the Maſts when handling the Sails in a 
t | Storm, or waſhen over Deck, as many 
- | are? + Theſe are but a few of the many 
1 ers you are liable to at Sea; have 
a you not Need, then to be the beſt of Peo- 
h ] ple? And ſhall you commonly be found 


guilty of Sins, that in other Employments 
People are not ſo much polluted with? 
How + Oftan are you at your Wits End 
in Storms, and Deſpair of Life? O Then! | 
Let me obteſt you by all the | dreadful 
Dangers you have been in, and what you 
are obnoxious to, to repent of this your 
Wickedneſs, * and be afraid of doing this 
great Sin againſt the Lord, that can make 
ſtormy Winds, Fire, Snom, Hail and Va- 

pour fulfil his Word. 1 
8. Have not many of you been as re- 
markably delivered, as your Dangers have 
been great? Has not God ſurpriz'd with 
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a. wonderful Deliverance, by calming 
Storms in a Moment, making the Wind 
to veer about, When you have been al. 
moſt driven on Land; or by ſtrange Ac- 
_ cidengs ſtopt Leaks, or brought up other 
Ships that reliev'd you with Water or 
Bread, when you were almoſt a ſtarving ; 
or fiſhed you at Sea, and innumerWle o- 
ther Ways of which we have rare Inſtan- 
ces in Hiſtory ? How frequently have 
ſome- of you ſeen Ships loſt hard by you in 
a Storm, one of them daſht on another, 
or run a Ground, and all the Men periſh ; 
yea, ſome of your Comrads loſt, and 
you ſaved ; all the Company Ship-wreckt, 
and one or two fiſht almoſt dead, plucked 
out of the Jaws of Death? I have known 
ſome oftener than once ſo ſav'd, and as 
naughty as any of you: I knew alfo 
ſome ſaved almoſt by a Miracle, the Ship 
Was driven by Wind and Waves oo. in 

the Sand, they were aboard a whole Day 
almoſt, every Sea going oyer them, and 
they ſtanding in the Deck, the whole Ship 
being Full of Water, their Fleſh ſwollen and 
bliſter d with the Water and Cold, and 
they almoſt frozen with Cold, and ſtarv- 
ing for Want of Food, and all pO 

F | al 
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Death ſtaring them in the Face; and at 
laſt by venturing to the Sea on a Part of 
the Veſſel, all of them were faved; and 
yet afterwards ſcarce ever ſhew'd the leaſt 
common Concern about it; yea, ſome of 
them were rather worſe when they came 
home, than before. Do you thus requite 
the Lord, O fooliſh People and unwiſe? Ts 
this the Return you give to God, for his 
wonderful Deliverances, when he brings 
you back from the Gates of Death ? 
9. Is it poſſible that any of you that are 
knowing Men, can in thele very _—— 
Dangers and Deliverances, _ a Diſ- 


covery of theſe horrid Sins? Did not your E 


Hearts ſmite you, when you were wring- 
ing your Hands and howling, while you 
ſeem'd to be on the very Confines of Eter- 
nity, and each Moment were expecting 
to go to the Bottom, and feed ſome Sea- 
Monſter? O! What would you, have 
given then to have been free of this and 
other Sins? Did you not then wiſh from 
your Hearts, you had never done it ? Did 
not the Thoughts of it perplex you, and 
will you forget all this, and renew the 


Tragedy, as ſoon as you come home? 
* V+ 5 » 0 0 . . 


. 


' poured out a Prayer? But no ſooner did 


„„ 

10. Did you not often and ſolemnly, 
with much moral Seriouſneſs, offer up 
Vows to Heaven, to live better as before; 
yea, perhaps to amend this very Sin, And 
while his chaſtening Hand was upon jou, you 


Providence give a Turn, by an unexpected 
Deliverance, but even at Sea, Prayers and 
| E perhaps all inſtantly forgot, or at 
_ Feaſt, + Th with Iſrael you believ'd bis 
Mord and ſang his Praiſe, jet you ſoon for. 
got his mighty Works, and waited not for his 
Counſel, But remember, * Better ' thou | 
ſbouldſt not vom, than vow and not pay; and 
that t *Tis a Snare ** a Man to devour 
that which is holy, ana after Vows to make 
Enquiry. Jou have opened yohur Mouth to 
the Lord, and will you go back? Did God 
hear your Vows and Cries and delivered 
you? Will he forget, it, think you? 
Will he endure always to be mocked by 
you? I charge you-by your ſolemn Ap- 
rance before that awful, glorious Tri- I have 

nal of Chriſt, that you fulfill your Vows, yo 
and ſuch of you as have been ſtupid as I te. 
Beaſts under all you have met with, that (| in T 
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S Pſal. cvi. 12, 13. * Fccl, V. 3. 1 Proy. XX. 25. 
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ou will now conſider what Dangers you 
fave been in, and what the Deliverances 
he has wrought for you, calls for at your 
. e 
11. As you have peculiar Need of the 
divine Care, and of his everlaſting Arms 
to be about you, when at Sea; can you 
look for it, When hot in good Terms with 

God; yea, when you are Singers exceed= 
ingly before the Lord, and fin with ſuch | 
audacious Preſumption to his Face? Have 


you any Ground to expect it, that will 


not commit your Souls and Bodies in well- 
doing to him, Oc? Tis true the Righte- 
ous may fall with the Wicked in common 
Calamities, and God may long ſpare the 
worſt, for the hardening of wicked Wret- 
ches, and the Trial of his own ; yet Pro- 
vidence has, in ſuch Deliverances ſome- 
times made a wonderful Diſtinction: And 
however that be, yet by ſuch notorious 
Crimes Men live in, they proclaim they 
have forfeited the divine Care. 4 
12: Now to all Merchants, Mariners, 
£9. I would ſay, do you not by theſe Sins 
in Trade and in your Offices above expreſ- 
led, provoke God to embitter all with his 
4 Curſe ? 


. 
Curſe? 4 What you earn, is ofen put in- 
to a Bag with Holes; he blows on it; and 
when you look for much, behold it comes 

to little. How often do many of you loſe 
more by one Voyage, than you have per- 
haps gain'd all your Life, by all your Steal- 
ing, Cheating, Lying and Swearing ? 
How often are Mariners and Merchants 

breaking? And do you think theſe Sins 
do not concur to bring on ſuch Strokes? 
O then! Would not leſs Gain with a good 


Conſcience, be far more deſirable? * The 


utile that a righteous Man hath, is better than 
the Riches of many wicked. - t The Curſe of 
the Lord is in the Houſe of the wicked, but he 
bleſſeth the Habitation of the juſt. | 
13. Dear Country-Men, is not the 
Plague already begun on us? Is there not 
need to go quickly and make an Attone- 
ment, to fly to the Blood of a Saviour, 
that has attoned for the Sins of his People ? 
How much have we ſuffer'd in our Trade, 
the great Idol of worldly Men, as well as 
in other Things more valuable, tho leſs re- 
garded by us? Has not the Indignation 
of God been flaming againſt us theſe two | 
"Wi 3 or 
—— 
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or three Years * the laſt Peace, that 
Mariners and Merchants luſted ſo much 
after? Likewiſe this very laſt Winter, 
how many Scots Ships and Men loſt on the 
Coaſt of Orknay, Shetland, Norway, Hol- 
land and England? I never heard ſo ma- 
ny in one Winter, and of a great Part of 
them neither Man nor Boy fav'd. Has not 
the righteous Lord, by his own .1mmedate 
Hand, ſhew'd terrible Tokens of his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt you, in ſuch uncommon 
Loſs of Ships, Men and Goods, at which 
People ſtand amazed? How many Fami- 
lies are impoveriſhed ? Is not the Num- 
ber df Widows and fatherleſs Children 
mightily increaſed, and Shipping dimini- 
e | ſhed ? Is there not a very great Deſolation 
t | in ſome Coaft-fide Towns, within theſe 
- | ten or eleven Years? Particularly, there 
„Is one Town in the Firth of Forth, that 
vas very guity of theſe Sins abovementi- 
„ | oned, which is now a Monument of it; 
sand when God is thus writing your Sin on 
- | your Stroke and Puniſhment, Whez his 
n | Hand is lifted up, will you not ſee it? Is it 
0 
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not high Time to ask, what meaneth the 
Heat of this great Anger? Have not ma- 
ny of you ſufter'd in the common Calami- 

| tys 
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IAN 


r 
ftp, the Loſs of Goods and Friends, tho 


ous Judgments? Sure if you do not, Tos 


ing before you? + Can you eſcape the 
Bar of Chriſt, the Judge of the quick and 


every Sin receive a juſt Recompence of Re- 
ward as it deſerves? O! Think on it there- 


ly and juſt Judge of all the Earth, at that 


vou may now indeed perhaps ſpend your 


$. kl 
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1 be ſpared? And O] Will you not 
this terrible Voice of ſuch tremendu- 


juſtij fear a: worſe Thing ſhall befal you, 
2 4 after all, tho woe Ri 
proſper, tho' ſome of you have eſcaped all 
theſe Loſſes, others are groaning under, 
tho your Conſciences let you ſleep on; yet 
have you not an awful, ſolemn Reckon- 


dead, where every Sinner muſt appear, and 


fore e're it be too late! Will your vain 
Pretences and Excuſes for theſe Sins, be 
found relevant and ſuſtain'd by the ho- 


Day? *Tis impoſſible, or can your Hearts 
endure, or your Hands be ſtrong in the ill 
Day that God dealeth with you? No, no, II jut 


Days in Mirth and Jolity, Drink, Ca- p 


rouſe, Rant, and Wonder at all that will | "47 


not run with you to the ſame Exc eſs of Sweet 
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Abe but wine can allay your Sorrow, 
Agony andConfuſion'then, if you go dn in 
theſe Sins, and live and die impenitent in 
them? I rejoĩce to hear that ſome of thoſe 
guilty of the' Sins mentioned, have been 
3 late ſo affected with Miaiſters Freedom 

—— that they have refuſect 
che Offer to ſhun this Snare; ant 
TI ſhall alſo wiln r they do not entangle Ma- 
ſters in a Perjury, and ſo have Acceſſion'to 
it themſelves likewiſe, by runing Goods. 
The World generally looks on the moſt 
Part of Sea-Men, as a very diſſolute, ride 
and diſorderly Kind of People, and: Tm 
afraid there's too much Ground for that 
Sentiment of you, tho? Pm far from cin 
ing you all fo.” I have known ſober, di. 
ereet and welF-bred Men among you; 'yea, 
truly religious Perſons, that were v ; 
of the Sins named. But it's no Wonder t6 
me, that many are looſe, nor perhaps 
will it de to others, if they conſider what 
T judge to be che peculiar Cauſes of tilis a- 
mong you, beſide "thi common Cauſcs of 
—— aly deter ** | 8 

1. Certai eſe very Sins of Stea 

/Swearing, Cel as is ſaid, are RE 
* e N. to, yea, 
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times for a 


e 
chem natively upon others, elpeciglly 
where the e Lure of Gain is ſtall in 
View. If Men think it nuful to Steal, 
Lie, Swear, yea, Murder, as © ſome 
"little Gain; what will-they 
think unlawful "that! End? The Pre- 
tences and Topicks that ſerve for their Sins 
zin Trade, We have charged them with, 
ill entice to others. Like wiſe great Sins 


wound the Soul deep, and harden - much, moſt 


and when Perſons are habirually - guilty of I the 1 
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| 1 Company they fall into in foreign þ| lent. 


chem, ſing i = thy the Nennt of L Con. go, \ 


Science they had. great 


el. Not few Seamen are wholly mas tis p 


vented in.their” younger Years, by the un- Sea-f 


47557 and pernicious Education they get I are 
d of ſome Men of War, or in pn Wor! 
_ of Bacanzers, a Rabble of incar- || than 


| — Devil,; theſe are ſo poyſon'd, that | 5. 


they ſeldom ever recover een Sobri rie- of th 
ol r 2 


he andaloys Examples they ſer, | that! 


ntries, Where they have Liberty and niſte! 


Impunity to do what they pleaſe. The | riſhe 
yes . Relations or Miniſters of whom read 


ey. ſtand. in Aw, are not on them there, I firat 
giſtrates do Wt pub them th Nao; ſo Prin 
8 


that ſometimes a Ship's whole Crew almoſt 
has come home poxed. Now when the 
give looſe Reins to their Luſts abroad, 
how can they carry well at home? 
4. By their Employment they are for 
the molk Part deprived of the publick Or- 
dinances, the Means of Grace, not only 
at Sea Wholly in Merchant Mien, but in- 
moſt Places on Land alſo, by Reaſon of 
the Languages of the Places where they 
go, which they underſtand not; this i a 
great Loſs fe of them are ſenſible of, and 
= {| tis peculiar-to their Employment who are 
- | Sea-faring People; and when at home, none. 
are more backward to attend publik 
e | Worſhip, eſpecially Diets of / Catechiſin 
= | than many of them armee. 
tf] 5. Which follows on the other, many 
- of them are groſly ignorant of the Princi- 
I ples of Religion; and it's commonly theſe 
that are the molt unpeaceable and turbu- 
lent. I have been informed by ſome Mli- 
niſters, that there are Stippers in their Pa- 
riſhes, who have good natural Parts, can 
read and write, and are ſometimes Magi- 
ſtrates, who yet know not the very firſt 
Principles of the Oracles of God. This 
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can't but, diſpoſe them for any Wickedneſ, 
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che two Tables 


affect them, they can't but be pernicious 
| Shares, through the juſt Judgment of God, 
SET CG x40 | .ro0 
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Bp * Care, they that by their Callings: 
are obliged to this, will inſenſibly flide in- 
to u Working, and other Profa- 
nations on that Day, of which Mariders 
are qſten guiſty. And if once they come 
to he careles in keeping the Lord's Day, 
its ordinarly:; found theſe Men are be- 

vond others regardleſs of the reſt of the 
Arai Law: For the Fourth Command kaits 
Frame of the Law, and in dur Practice; 
and if this Ligament be broke, 


it weakens 
Laws, un the Conſcience very ſtrangel þ 0 
7. They are oſten, as has been Nd, in 
nurtouiy eſcape, and God works great Deli- 
. - veraneesfor many of them, and after all the 

are prodigiouſſy unthankful to the God of al 


extraordinary Providenoes do not ſuitably 
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all of your immortal Souls are i 1 cha 
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8. Several; of our Seamen, . 8 4 
be North Tuj, are deeply! kvencd wi 
Facobiteſm, Which is no ſqvereigu Antidote) 
againſt Profaneneſs, but very: well con. 
ſtent 3 nu NR rs Seminary (red -4 
eſpecially o and Smearing, tw \ 
Strokes % the ein Picture of 2 Jacaluta. 
— my dear Friends: — 4 
ſeriouſl canſider theſe Things = 
4 — at, which. certainly: wp rc 
— you, and carefully ava 5 
ſince many of them have ſo direct and im. 
petuous ia Tendency to throw you, upon 
1 — provꝛd! E therefore 
teſt and beſeech all Nel you, both Sea- 
men, Merchaots and Officers of 1 
ſtorms, by all the Mercies of God you re- 
ceive or expect, by the Vos of God on 
Penils you Who are Mariners ate 


often in at Sea, the dreadful Danger that 


your- fearful Appearance one 
Dey ar th ih — n of the 
hriſt; to repent ai t N 
W Wickodnek, Break off Jour Sins "2 — 
aue, 


— — ñT—ͤ—„)ʒM wi 


tanee, that fo Iniq 


find Merey, pray if perhaps your Sin may 
be forgiven, fly to the 
of the Blood of Jeſus, and you ſhall. get 


ſteal un more; let ſum that lied and ſwore, 
lie and ſwear no "more. +: Hinally Brethren, 
Whatfoever Things are true, | whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, mhatſoever I hings are 2 ft, 
whazrfoever Thing are pure, whatſozver Things 
are lovely, 2 hings are of good Re- 
dort; if there be any Vertue, or if there be a- 
ay Prniſe, : think on the / e Things. IL doubt 
not: the Account here given of Sins in 
Trade, will be ſurpriſing ro Miniſters that 
live not near the Sea Coaſt; and therefore, 
Im hopeful they will concur with others in 
the next Aſſembly, to give à particular 
and ſpecial Teſtimony againſt ſuch Pro- 
faneneſs, and uſe their utmoſt Intereſt and 
Moyen for that Effect. I hope it will be 

found neceſſary to enjoin Miniſters in Sea 
Towns, faithfully to reprove theſe Sins, to 
debar from - Church-Priviledges, ſuch as 
can be convict if they will not amend ; 
and that none be admitted Elders, who 


I +Phil. iv. 8. © 


reform and forſake your Sin, that you may 


grand Propitiation 


your Souls for a Prey. Let him that ſtole, 
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will not expr a engage againſt theſe Sing 
and if they be found .guilry, , e 
depoſed; ſince it's well Ader that even 
ſome of theſe are infamous for this Steal 
ing and Swearing falſly. I wiſh'we hack! a 
National-Faſt for theſe. and other crying 
Sins, that abound. I can't think the Bri- 
tiþ Parliament would decline to declare 


ſuch perjur'd Wretches all inteſtible, and or- 
der all due Puniſhment to be inflicted, 


on them, according to the Merit of 
their horrid Crimes, if it were fair- 
ly repreſented to them. Sure I am if 
both State and Church. do not mote a- 
25 ſuch Wielcedneſs than yet they have 

ne, there is no eb of ber e 


to be put to it. 


| is, eaſy to divine what with be the Fate of 
theſe Wees what Entertainment 4 this 
ſerious Reproof will receive from the guilty. No 
doubt ſome will rage ſo, that they will diſdain 


to read it, tho put into their Hands. Theſe are 
the Achens indeed whom this Paper points 
out. But tho* Men will ſhut their Rhea and their 
Ears wilfully, they cannot hinder us to pay 
ſeaſonable Debt of Pity and Compaſſion to them. 
They indeed act not like reaſonable Creatures, 


the 


let be as Chriſtians, but rather as Mad Men; 
well, there's no Help for it, decipiatur qui cy 


, that that dyeth, let it dye! 5 
w Omen Fe wil be a irs -more cle 
* 8 they 
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will. 3 ot it note W and 


they 
10 little Senſe or Candor hay that they} 
e petyert the Wor toy role — 


divers their Bor- Compamions ad their Cs =D : 
profane S "at what's. ſaid: However, mock 
a8 Fon will, you "ſhall end they are Words of 
Truth and Nee 

made R 

May be lte me Fw 9 the won 
Mull read it over, and grant there is too much 
Ground for the Charge; but withal will faſten 


7 their: Teeth on the Author with, ſome bitter In 
- wechives; tis too ſevere, mY runs down the very 
_ Employ they Il fay. But pra Y, let me know what 


T have charged them with, that is not relevant, 
or what is unduly aggrovared. The Employ 1s 


ſo far from being condemn'd; that it's only the 


Abuſe of it that's cenſurꝭ d; all Seamen are not 
charged with theſe Crimes, tho few are alroge- 


ther innocent; and indeed after all, as the World 


now goes, I frankly own, tis the laſt Employ- 
ment I would chooſe, or would adviſe a Friend 
x0 follow. | 

I ingeniouſly proteſt, I bear them no Malice 
not Þ-Will; I have received Favours from Sea- | 
men; and that Love to their Souls has engag d 
me to uſe this ſeaſonable Freedom with them. 
And if it would be regarded, I would gladly on 
my Knees with Tears beg each of them that 
are guilty, to repent and do no more ſo wicked- 


ly as many have done; and who knows but God 


may bleſs it to ſome? That it may beſo remark- 
ably to all, ſnall ever be the heartyPrayer of, 


Nur Souls cordial Well-wiher, &C.. 


